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court's entire panel to be reinstated. Critics argue that Han, despite his claim of refraining from appointing 
justices without bipartisan agreement, appears to align with Yoonʼs supporters within the ruling People Power 
Party (PPP), who aim to see Yoon return to power. Acting President Han was impeached on 27 December 2024. 
Since South Korea became a democracy, this is the first time an acting president has been removed from office 
almost after 40 years.

Yoon has been a vital diplomatically in tackling shared concerns like China's aggressiveness, North Korea's nucle-
ar threats, and vulnerabilities in global supply chains. Yoon did carry out a number of highly appreciated 
programs that improved his country's relations with the rest of the world, particularly the West. Under president 
Yoon, South Korea joined the Chips 4 Alliance for semiconductor supply chains and export controls, bolstered 
connections with Japan, promoted trilateral cooperation with the U.S. and Japan, and invested in U.S.-based 
electric car and battery manufacturing, and backed Ukraine. His impeachment and political attacks will now 
tarnish these and other initiatives, and Seoul is likely to make cuts elsewhere. Policymakers in the US, Japan, and 
Europe were baffled by his martial law farce. Just as Acting President Han was reassuring the world that South 
Korea has returned to normalcy, following the martial law incident, he was impeached, further destabilizing the 
political and economic situation of South Korea. With his impeachment, South Korea is facing a lack of good 
governance and credible leadership. Due to political turmoil, the South Korean won fell 0.53 percent to 1,475.4 
per dollar. In stark contrast to several major indices, both in Asia and worldwide, the benchmark Kospi index of 
the stock market lost 1.5% and slid more than 1% to close at 2,404.77. The events after the declaration of martial 
law on December 3 have resulted in the biggest political crisis to affect South Korea since 1987. Due to the situa-
tion, Seoul is terribly unprepared to handle Donald Trump's return as president of the United States and all of 
the security risks he poses to Korea. 

Currently, Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok is serving as the acting president. As soon as Choi took office, he 
gave the military orders to strengthen readiness to repel any North Korean aggressions and directed diplomats 
to provide assurances to key allies including the US and Japan. Some analysts speculate that Mr. Choi is less 
qualified to be an acting president than Mr. Han. It might make the countryʼs enemy exploit the internal turmoil.
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Preliminary talks between Thai and Cambodian defence o�cials began in Malaysia, ahead of a high-level 
meeting scheduled to uphold a fragile cease�re. The truce was brokered after �ve days of the deadliest 
border clashes in over a decade, which left at least 43 dead and displaced more than 300,000 people. 
Despite ongoing negotiations, tensions remain. Cambodia accused Thailand of violating the cease�re by 
installing barbed wire in contested areas, while Thailand claimed Cambodia had reinforced its positions. 
Observers from the U.S., China, and Malaysia will attend the ministerial-level General Border Committee 
meeting.
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The Philippine and Indian navies sailed together for the �rst time in the South China Sea, marking a new 
phase in Manila's strategy to counter China’s maritime claims. The two-day joint passage, held within the 
Philippines' exclusive economic zone, followed a March meeting between military chiefs of both nations. 
Indian vessels INS Delhi, INS Shakti, and INS Kiltan joined Philippine frigates BRP Jose Rizal and BRP Miguel 
Malvar. The exercise coincided with President Ferdinand Marcos’ state visit to India, where he aims to 
bolster maritime and defence ties amid rising tensions in the Indo-Paci�c region.


