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Thursday, 25 September, 2025
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Declaration on Building an Inclusive State

Preamble

We, representatives from diverse political traditions and civil society in Bangladesh, gathered today in our
personal capacities, express our deepest respect and gratitude to the martyrs who sacrificed their lives in
the Liberation War, the recent July mass uprising, and all other democratic movements. Their sacrifices
remind us that the people themselves are the true power against injustice and authoritarianism, and the
indispensable driving force for the restoration of democracy.

Rooted in the aspirations of the Liberation War, the dream of a truly inclusive democracy has long been
cherished in the hearts of the people of Bangladesh. Yet history bears witness that despite their courage,
wisdom, and steadfast leadership, women and young people have not been accorded their rightful place at
the real tables of governance and policy-making. Even though most of the nation’s population is young,
and more than half are women, too often their voices have remained confined to the struggles of the streets.
To build a genuine, inclusive, and democratic state founded on social justice, there can be no alternative
but to ensure the security, dignity, and equal opportunity of women, youth, marginalised communities,
ethnic and religious minorities, persons with disabilities, and other disadvantaged groups.

In this spirit, the establishment of an equitable society has become our collective moral responsibility.

Core Principles

1. People’s Mandate: The July uprising confirmed the people’s demand for a political order where
women and youth are no longer sidelined.

2. Removing Discrimination: Women and youth have long been neglected in party decision-
making and national governance. Securing their rightful role is imperative.

3. Equal Dignity: Every citizen, regardless of age, gender, faith or identity, has the right to fair
opportunities for political participation and to social and economic recognition and respect.

4. Safe Participation: The political arena must be free of harassment, intimidation and violence.
Each of us will, individually and collectively, oppose harassment based on gender or identity,
especjally online harassment against women.

thical and Cultural Values: In line with Bangladesh's cultural and ethical heritage, we will
nurtuge a democratic culture that prioritises justice, dignity and inclusion,
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Qur Commitments

Acting in personal responsibility, we pledge to:

Elevate voices within parties: Work within all political parties to ensure women and youth have
substantive roles and a real say in decisions.

Advance inclusion at the national level: Strive to reflect women’s and youth perspectives in
Parliament, policy-making processes and national dialogues.

Mentor and guide: Provide mentorship and guidance to aspiring women and youth leaders to
support their development.

Acknowledge and redress discrimination: Recognise the long-standing neglect of women and
youth in governance and commit to remedying it, ensuring that no woman or young citizen is
deprived of civic opportunities or duties.

Inclusive leadership model: Set a standard of leadership that centres courage, accountability and
inclusion.

Build capacity: Support training, education and political awareness initiatives that prepare
women and youth for effective leadership.

Implementation and Follow-up

This declaration is not legally binding. It reflects only the personal commitments of the
signatories.

Each signatory will take appropriate steps in light of their context and responsibilities.

The Centre for Governance Studies (CGS) will document and compile the voluntarily undertaken
actions and experiences so they may inspire others.

We sign this declaration inspired by the ideals of the Liberation War and the spirit of the July uprising. We
firmly believe that until the voices of women and youth are properly reflected in party structures and
national governance, the promise of mcluswc democracy will remain unfu illed. By securing their rightful
place, we commit to building a Ban that truly belongs to all.
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