
the security risks he poses to Korea. 

Currently, Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok is serving as the acting president. As soon as Choi took office, he 
gave the military orders to strengthen readiness to repel any North Korean aggressions and directed diplomats 
to provide assurances to key allies including the US and Japan. Some analysts speculate that Mr. Choi is less 
qualified to be an acting president than Mr. Han. It might make the countryʼs enemy exploit the internal turmoil.
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World Bank Vice President for South Asia Johannes 
Zutt praised Bangladesh’s Interim Government for 
its bold economic reforms during a meeting with 
Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus. Com-
mending e�orts to address �nancial sector chal-
lenges, Zutt pledged continued support, highlight-
ing over $3 billion in funding last year. 

Recalling the July Uprising, both leaders honoured 
student sacri�ces. Professor Yunus emphasised 
youth empowerment, international trade, and 
regional cooperation. Zutt lauded Bangladesh’s 
success in girls’ education and expressed interest in 
boosting youth opportunities. Special envoy 
Lutfey Siddiqi noted a rise in FDI and improved 
port operations at Chattogram.

The Indian government expressed its willingness 
to work with Bangladesh to repair and restore 
Satyajit Ray’s ancestral home in Mymensingh. 
India’s Ministry of External A�airs noted its regret 
that the property, belonging to Ray’s grandfather, 
Upendra Kishor Ray Chowdhury, is reportedly 
being demolished. The property is viewed by India 
as a landmark symbol of the Bangla cultural renais-
sance and heritage. India suggested converting 
the site into a museum celebrating literature and 
the shared cultural legacy of both nations. The 
building is owned by the Government of Bangla-
desh and is currently in disrepair.
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The Government of Bangladesh has signed a 
three-year MoU with the UN Human Rights O�ce 
(OHCHR) to �eld a mission supporting human 
rights promotion and protection. 

The Bangladesh High Commission in Kuala Lumpur 
is working to verify the identities and charges of 
the detainees. Formal charges have been �led 
against �ve individuals. Bilateral discussions at the 
ASEAN Regional Forum rea�rmed continued 
counterterrorism cooperation.

World Bank Vice President for South Asia, Johannes 
Zutt, concluded his �rst o�cial visit to Bangladesh, 
rea�rming over $3 billion in concessional �nanc-
ing during the 2023–24 �scal year. His meetings 
with interim government o�cials and stakeholders 
highlighted the Bank’s commitment to strengthen-
ing governance, institutional transparency, and 
macroeconomic resilience amid challenges such as 
in�ation and climate vulnerability. The partner-
ship—spanning more than 50 years and totalling 
$46 billion in cumulative support—continues to 
focus on key sectors such as education, healthcare, 
energy, and infrastructure. Looking ahead, the 
World Bank aims to help Bangladesh transition to a 
greener, more inclusive economy while mobilising 
private investment and supporting Vision 2041.
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Bangladesh’s Shipping Adviser, M. Sakhawat 
Hussain, urged Singapore to recruit more skilled 
Bangladeshi professionals, particularly mariners, to 
support Singapore’s maritime sector and boost 
Bangladesh’s foreign currency earnings. In a bilat-
eral meeting with Singapore’s Minister Grace Fu, he 
emphasised Bangladesh’s marine academy output 
and the global demand for its products, including 
garments and jute. Singapore expressed interest in 
a potential free trade agreement and a�rmed 
support for human resource development. Invest-
ment opportunities in RMG, pharmaceuticals, 
ceramics, leather, and the Matarbari dockyard were 
discussed. Bangladesh also requested streamlined 
visa processes for sailors and o�ered cooperation 
in training port management personnel.

The United Kingdom has retained duty-free 
market access for Bangladeshi exports, including 
garments and electronics, under its Developing 
Countries Trading Scheme (DCTS). The DCTS 
simpli�es rules of origin, allowing components 
from multiple countries, thus facilitating trade. 
Covering 64 nations, the scheme o�ers reduced or 
zero tari�s, aiming to strengthen supply chains, 
attract UK investment in emerging markets, and 
engage high-growth economies. Since its launch 
in June 2023, it has generated over £16 billion in 
tari� savings. UK o�cials highlighted the role of 
trade in poverty reduction and economic growth. 
Leading UK retailers such as Marks & Spencer and 
Primark rea�rmed their sourcing commitments 
from Bangladesh.
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The Indian Border Security Force (BSF) reportedly 
pushed 55 individuals into Bangladesh across four 
border points in Sylhet and Sunamganj districts 
during the early hours of the morning. These 
push-ins—comprising 12 men, 33 women, and 10 
children—are part of a larger pattern of cross-bor-
der incidents that have escalated since 7 May, 
totalling 1,915 people forced into Bangladeshi 
territory. Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) inter-
cepted and detained the individuals upon entry. 
Preliminary interrogation suggests that these 
persons had entered India illegally in search of 
employment. Most detainees hailed from various 
districts across Bangladesh and were subsequent-
ly handed over to local police stations for legal 
action.
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Two additional Bangladeshi nationals have been 
arrested in Malaysia in connection with militant 
activities, bringing the total number of detained 
Bangladeshis to 36 under an ongoing security 
crackdown targeting radical groups. Bangladesh's 
Foreign A�airs Adviser, Touhid Hossain, con�rmed 
active cooperation with Malaysian authorities and 
reiterated Bangladesh's �rm position against 
terrorism. If found guilty, the accused may face 
two to seven years' imprisonment under Malay-
sian law. 
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The mission will provide training, legal assistance, 
and institutional support to help Bangladesh meet 
its national and international obligations. Empha-
sising reform and accountability after the July–Au-
gust 2024 violations, the government stressed that 
the mission will respect Bangladesh’s legal, cultur-
al, and religious framework. The UN has commit-
ted to transparency and cooperation with local 
stakeholders. Bangladesh retains the right to 
withdraw if the agreement no longer aligns with 
national interests.

Commerce Adviser, Sk Bashir Uddin, a�rmed that 
Bangladesh–India trade will persist in the public 
interest, prioritising mutual bene�ts for consumers 
and businesses. While acknowledging reported 
Indian restrictions at Akhaura and Dawki land 
ports, he noted the absence of formal noti�cation. 
He downplayed India’s transshipment ban, citing 
Bangladesh’s domestic adaptation. Uddin empha-
sised that bilateral trade, particularly garment 
exports, relies on competitiveness, and noted that 
Indian �rms may also be a�ected by increased 
logistical costs. He urged a focus on trade liberali-
sation rather than politics, and stressed the need 
to address the long-term trade de�cit through 
diversi�cation, enhanced competitiveness, and 
dialogue if formal trade issues arise.
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Bangladesh’s Ready-Made Garment (RMG) exports 
to the US rose by 21.61% to $3.53 billion during 
January–May 2025, with export volume increasing 
by 21.04% to 1.15 billion square metres. Bangla-
desh remains the US’s third-largest apparel suppli-
er with a 9.80% market share. US imports rose by 
7.08% to $31.70 billion. Exports to the EU grew by 
17.8% to $8.97 billion, and to other markets, 
including the UK and Canada, totalled $4.35 
billion. Despite strong growth, the US will impose 
an additional 35% tari� on Bangladeshi RMG from 
1 August. A second round of tari� negotiations 
ended unresolved on 11 July; a third round is 
pending.
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Bangladesh has signed a �ve-year MoU with the 
United States to import 700,000 tonnes of 
high-quality wheat annually at competitive prices, 
aiming to bolster food security, nutrition, and 
supply stability. The deal, signed ahead of the third 
round of Bangladesh–US tari� talks, follows incon-
clusive negotiations in early July due to US 
demands for increased security cooperation. 
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Nearly 3,000 homes and 10,000 hectares of farm-
land in Bangladesh’s Teesta River chars were �ood-
ed after India opened 32 �oodgates at the 
Gajoldoba Barrage without notice, following 
intense rainfall. The Teesta River rose by half a 
metre, nearing the danger level, prompting �ash 
�ood alerts in Lalmonirhat, Nilphamari, Rangpur, 
and Kurigram. Bangladesh opened all 44 gates of 
its Teesta Barrage in response. A�ected areas 
include Goddimari, Mahishkhocha, Gobardhan, 
and Harinchwra. Heavy rainfall in Rangpur, Sylhet, 
and India’s Alipurduar exacerbated the situation. 
The abrupt �ood followed dry conditions the 
previous day, triggering emergency evacuations in 
submerged agricultural zones.
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Bangladesh and the United States have agreed to 
deepen military cooperation through a series of 
joint exercises and capability-building initiatives. 
Exercise Tiger Lightning will focus on counterter-
rorism, peacekeeping, jungle warfare, medical 
evacuation, and counter-IED operations. Tiger 
Shark 2025 will enhance special forces’ maritime 
and marksmanship skills. Exercise Paci�c Angel, 
emphasising humanitarian and disaster response 
operations, will include C-130 mobility, search and 
rescue, and aeromedical support. The RQ-21 
Blackjack programme will strengthen Bangladesh’s 
unmanned aerial capabilities, maritime domain 
awareness, border security, and peacekeeping 
missions. These e�orts underscore a shared com-
mitment to regional security and defence mod-
ernisation.
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Concurrently, the US imposed a 35% tari� on Ban-
gladeshi exports, e�ective from 1 August. The US 
rea�rmed military collaboration with Bangladesh 
through programmes including Tiger Lightning, 
Tiger Shark, Paci�c Angel, and the RQ-21 Blackjack 
initiative, enhancing counterterrorism, disaster 
response, and maritime surveillance capabilities.

India dispatched a specialised medical team of 
burn experts to assist with treatment and may 
recommend further care in India. Additional Indian 
teams may follow based on assessments. Bangla-
desh's foreign ministry is prioritising medical 
expertise and equipment over �nancial aid. Singa-
pore has also sent a medical team, while China and 
Japan have expressed readiness to support burn 
treatment. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
conveyed condolences and pledged full support 
for Bangladesh’s recovery e�orts following the 
tragic incident.
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Nepali Ambassador Ghanashyam Bhandari met 
with Bangladesh’s Adviser for Chittagong Hill 
Tracts A�airs, Supradip Chakma. Both sides reaf-
�rmed their commitment to advancing joint 
e�orts on mountain-related issues and climate 
change. Emphasis was placed on cooperation in 
disaster preparedness and institutional linkages. 
They discussed the importance of mutual 
exchange of data and resources. Conversations 
also touched on trade, connectivity, energy, and 
people-to-people ties. Bangladesh’s Chittagong 
Hill Tracts were a particular area of interest given 
their environmental vulnerability and potential for 
regional collaboration.
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Bangladesh and Pakistan are close to �nalising a 
memorandum of understanding (MoU) to grant 
visa-on-arrival facilities for diplomatic and o�cial 
passport holders. This was discussed during a 
meeting in Dhaka between Pakistan’s Interior 
Minister Mohsin Raza Naqvi and Bangladesh's 
Home A�airs Adviser Lt Gen (Retd) Md Jahangir 
Alam Chowdhury. The dialogue also covered 
collaboration in counterterrorism, counter-narcot-
ics, cybercrime, and proposed joint police training. 
Naqvi emphasised Pakistan’s anti-terrorism exper-
tise and clari�ed that Rohingyas in Pakistan receive 
coded passports, not citizenship. Bangladesh 
urged Pakistan’s support for Rohingya repatriation. 
The meeting aligned with the ongoing construc-
tion of Bangladesh’s new embassy in Pakistan.
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Over 100 Italy visa applicants staged a sit-in 
protest outside the Italian Embassy in Dhaka, 
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Chinese Ambassador Yao Wen rea�rmed China’s 
readiness to enhance cooperation with Bangla-
desh across all sectors, including military collabo-
ration, to support its development. Speaking at 
the National Defence College, Yao emphasised 
China’s commitment to a multipolar world, inclu-
sive globalisation, and non-hegemonic security 
principles. He promoted China’s Global Develop-
ment, Security, and Civilisation Initiatives as 
frameworks for global progress. Addressing over 
100 Bangladeshi and foreign military o�cers, Yao 
underscored the signi�cance of 2025, marking 80 
years since China’s WWII victory. Discussions 
followed on the Belt and Road Initiative, the 
Indo-Paci�c Strategy, BRICS, and the Rohingya 
crisis, re�ecting China’s intent to deepen strategic 
bilateral ties.
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Bangladesh has submitted its position paper to 
the USTR, proposing 26 July or later for the �nal 
round of tari� negotiations, which must conclude 
before 1 August to avoid the imposition of recip-
rocal US tari�s. The proposal includes tari� reduc-
tions on US goods, increased imports—such as 0.7 
million tonnes of wheat and 14 Boeing 
aircraft—and non-trade commitments. With over 
$8.2 billion in apparel exports to the US in 2024, 
Bangladesh seeks duty reductions, ideally lower 
than Vietnam’s 20%, to remain competitive amid a 
proposed 35% US tari�. Concerns persist among 
1,322 BGMEA-a�liated factories, as tari� costs 
may shift to suppliers.
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A Bangladesh Air Force training jet crashed into a 
school in Dhaka’s Uttara area, resulting in 32 
fatalities and 165 injuries, including many children. 
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Demanding resolution of prolonged visa delays 
despite holding valid 2023–24 work permits. 
Protesters outlined four key demands: expedited 
processing of work visa applications, fast-tracking 
of scanned passport submissions, return of 
approximately 3,000 withheld passports, and 
clari�cation on family visa complications. Many 
applicants, including family visa seekers, reported 
severe �nancial and mental stress due to inaction. 
Despite appeals to VFS Global, the Ministry of 
Foreign A�airs, and the Chief Adviser’s O�ce, the 
embassy has made no signi�cant response to their 
concerns.
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Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported that over 
1,500 ethnic Bengali Muslims were expelled from 
India to Bangladesh between 7 May and 15 June, 
many allegedly Indian citizens from border states. 
Approximately 100 Rohingya refugees were also 
among those expelled. HRW criticised India’s 
actions for lacking legal procedures and violating 
international human rights standards. The expul-
sions, aligned with the BJP-led government’s 
crackdown on undocumented migration, have 
raised sovereignty, security, and regional stability 
concerns. The Border Guard Bangladesh 
con�rmed the expulsions. HRW called on Dhaka to 
escalate the issue through diplomatic channels 
and international forums to address these viola-
tions and uphold rights protections.
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Nineteen Bangladeshi migrants were repatriated 
from Tunisia and arrived in Dhaka via Emirates 
�ight EK-582. Their return was coordinated by the 
Bangladesh Embassy in Libya, Ministry of Foreign 
A�airs, Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare and Over-
seas Employment, and IOM. Most migrants had 
attempted to reach Europe via irregular sea routes, 
often falling victim to human tra�cking, abduc-
tion, and abuse. Upon arrival, they received 
Tk6,000 in cash, food, medical care, and temporary 
accommodation from IOM. Authorities urged 
returnees to raise awareness about the dangers of 
illegal migration. E�orts continue to repatriate 
Bangladeshis detained in Tunisia.

China and the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO) held a strategic discussion in Dhaka 
aimed at reinforcing Bangladesh’s food security 
through trilateral cooperation. The meeting, involv-
ing Chinese Ambassador Yao Wen and FAO’s Ye 
Anping, focused on deepening collaboration 
between China and FAO to support Bangladesh’s 
agricultural development. Key areas identi�ed 
include promoting sustainable agriculture, 
enabling technology transfer, and building capaci-
ty tailored to local needs. FAO Bangladesh Country 
Representative Dr Shi Jiaqun also attended, under-
scoring the institutional commitment to long-term 
food resilience in the country.
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Australia is expanding trade and investment ties 
with Bangladesh, focusing on sectors such as food 
processing, agriculture, recycling, and the circular 
economy. A delegation led by Trade and Invest-
ment Commissioner Ben Carson visited Chatto-
gram to explore these opportunities, meeting key 
industry players like BSRM (recognised for its green 
manufacturing practices), the PHP Family (active in 
recycling), and Banga Flavour & Fragrance, which 
collaborates with Australian �rm TPM on food 
innovation using Australian inputs. The team also 
engaged with distributors of Australian agricultural 
products. The visit ended with a tribute at the 
Chittagong Commonwealth War Cemetery, hon-
ouring historical ties between the two nations.

Malaysian immigration authorities denied entry to 
198 foreign nationals—including 123 Bangladesh-
is—at Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA) for 
non-compliance with immigration rules, such as 
insu�cient funds, absence of accommodation 
bookings, and unclear travel purposes. The deport-
ees will be returned under the 'Not to Land' (NTL) 
protocol, with airlines bearing repatriation costs. 
Most rejections occurred at KLIA Terminal 1. 
Authorities suspect syndicate involvement after 
discovering enforcement o�cials’ photos on 
detainees’ phones, possibly used to bypass border 
checks. 
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Malaysian o�cials rea�rmed their commitment to 
stringent border controls to prevent the misuse of 
the country as a transit point for unauthorised 
entry.

The joint military exercise “Tiger Lightning-2025” 
commenced on at the Para Commando Brigade in 
Jalalabad Cantonment, Sylhet, co-led by the 
Bangladesh Army and the U.S. Army Paci�c Com-
mand (USARPAC). Conducted under the supervi-
sion of the Para Commando Brigade and Nevada 
National Guard, the exercise will run until 30 July, 
involving 66 U.S. and 100 Bangladeshi personnel. 
It aims to enhance operational readiness, count-
er-terrorism capabilities, disaster response, and 
humanitarian assistance coordination. Major 
General Ascot A. Winter attended as chief guest. 
The exercise is expected to strengthen bilateral 
military cooperation and improve the professional 
capacity of both forces.

In the �rst 11 months of Bangladesh’s interim 
government, 34 citizens were killed by India’s 
Border Security Force (BSF)—surpassing annual 
totals for 2024 (30) and 2023 (31). On 25 July, BSF 
shot three Bangladeshis crossing the Feni border; 
two died—one in Bangladesh and the other in 
India. Despite repeated diplomatic appeals, includ-
ing February’s bilateral border talks, India has 
taken no meaningful action. Analysts attribute 
India’s disregard to Bangladesh’s weak diplomatic 
leverage. Monthly border violence persists, along-
side drone incursions, forced repatriations, and 
gun�re. These killings continue regardless of 
Indo-Bangla relations, amid heightened tensions 
since Sheikh Hasina’s ouster in 2024.

Chief Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus reaf-
�rmed his government’s zero-tolerance stance on 
terrorism during a meeting with U.S. Chargé 
d’A�aires Tracey Ann Jacobson. He pledged that 
no terrorist group would be allowed to operate in 
Bangladesh. They also discussed tari� talks, 
democratic transition, and national reforms. 
Yunus praised the National Consensus-Building 
Commission, calling its work under Professor Ali 
Riaz “excellent.”

The ambassador rea�rmed his country’s commit-
ment, highlighting projects like the Patenga 
Terminal. He also delivered an invitation from the 
Saudi Crown Prince to attend the Future Invest-
ment Initiative Forum in Riyadh. Professor Yunus 
expressed gratitude for Saudi support and gifted 
the ambassador a gra�ti collection from the July 
2024 movement.
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Newly appointed Saudi Ambassador Dr Abdullah 
Zafer bin Abiyah paid a courtesy call on Chief 
Adviser Professor Muhammad Yunus at the State 
Guest House Jamuna. The Chief Adviser welcomed 
the envoy and proposed deeper Saudi investment 
in energy, health, and pharmaceuticals. 
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Even though his martial law lasted only for six hours. Nonetheless, it created political unrest, stalled diplomatic 
efforts and shook financial markets. President Yoon reasoned his martial law declaration that the opposition had 
taken control of the parliament that was impeding government operations. He also called the opposition party, 
the Democratic Party, ‘anti-state forcesʼ that has links to North Korea, though he provided no evidence for his 
bold claims. Yoon has yet to be formally removed from office. After Han Duck-soo took his position, he worked 
to stabilize the market and reassure important diplomatic allies. But he was soon embroiled in a political conflict 
with the opposition party. In order to improve justice and public confidence in the court's ruling on Yoon's 
impeachment, the DP demanded that Han immediately fill the three vacant justice seats at the Constitutional 
Court. Han refused to comply. For a court to remove Yoon from office, at least six justices must support the 
decision. A full nine-member bench is likely to increase the chances of Yoonʼs removal, making it crucial for the 
court's entire panel to be reinstated. Critics argue that Han, despite his claim of refraining from appointing 
justices without bipartisan agreement, appears to align with Yoonʼs supporters within the ruling People Power 
Party (PPP), who aim to see Yoon return to power. Acting President Han was impeached on 27 December 2024. 
Since South Korea became a democracy, this is the first time an acting president has been removed from office 
almost after 40 years.

Yoon has been a vital diplomatically in tackling shared concerns like China's aggressiveness, North Korea's nucle-
ar threats, and vulnerabilities in global supply chains. Yoon did carry out a number of highly appreciated 
programs that improved his country's relations with the rest of the world, particularly the West. Under president 
Yoon, South Korea joined the Chips 4 Alliance for semiconductor supply chains and export controls, bolstered 
connections with Japan, promoted trilateral cooperation with the U.S. and Japan, and invested in U.S.-based 
electric car and battery manufacturing, and backed Ukraine. His impeachment and political attacks will now 
tarnish these and other initiatives, and Seoul is likely to make cuts elsewhere. Policymakers in the US, Japan, and 
Europe were baffled by his martial law farce. Just as Acting President Han was reassuring the world that South 
Korea has returned to normalcy, following the martial law incident, he was impeached, further destabilizing the 
political and economic situation of South Korea. With his impeachment, South Korea is facing a lack of good 
governance and credible leadership. Due to political turmoil, the South Korean won fell 0.53 percent to 1,475.4 
per dollar. In stark contrast to several major indices, both in Asia and worldwide, the benchmark Kospi index of 
the stock market lost 1.5% and slid more than 1% to close at 2,404.77. The events after the declaration of martial 
law on December 3 have resulted in the biggest political crisis to affect South Korea since 1987. Due to the situa-
tion, Seoul is terribly unprepared to handle Donald Trump's return as president of the United States and all of 
the security risks he poses to Korea. 

Currently, Finance Minister Choi Sang-mok is serving as the acting president. As soon as Choi took office, he 
gave the military orders to strengthen readiness to repel any North Korean aggressions and directed diplomats 
to provide assurances to key allies including the US and Japan. Some analysts speculate that Mr. Choi is less 
qualified to be an acting president than Mr. Han. It might make the countryʼs enemy exploit the internal turmoil.
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