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' One other journalist was convicted at trial, but her case was subsequently stayed by the High Court.
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2 Centre for Governance Studies et al., The Information and Communication Technology Act of 2006: Bangladesh’s Zombie
Cyber Security Law, (Nov. 2024), available at
https://cfj.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Bangladesh-ICT-Act-Report November-2024-1.pdf.

3 Cyber Security (Amendment) Ordinance; The Daily Star, All DSA Cases, Convictions to Be Thrown Out, Oct. 10, 2025,
available at https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/all-dsa-cases-convictions-be-thrown-out-4006211.
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4 The Cyber Security Act, 2023 came into force on September 18, 2023.

> The Cyber Security Ordinance came into force on May 21, 2025. Note that it is possible that the CSA could snap back into place
in the event that the CSO is not adopted/ratified by the incoming Parliament. See Article 93, the Constitution of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh, 1972.

¢ Digital Security Act, 2018, http://bdlaws.minlaw.gov.bd/act-details-1261.html [hereinafter “DSA™].

7 Section 57 of the ICT Act allowed for the prosecution of anyone who published or transmitted “in electronic form any material”
deemed “fake and obscene,” defamatory, or otherwise likely to “deprave or corrupt” its audience, while also enabling
prosecutions arising from any online material that “causes to deteriorate or creates a possibility to deteriorate law and order,
prejudice the image of the State or person or causes to hurt or may hurt religious belief or instigate against any person or
organization.”
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UN Human Rights Council, Bangladesh National Report Submitted in Accordance with Paragraph 5 of the Annex to Human

Rights Council Resolution 16/21, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/WG.6/30/BGD/1, (Feb. 26, 2018), para. 33.

Ali Riaz, How Bangladesh’s Digital Security Act Is Creating a Culture of Fear, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,

(Dec. 9, 2021),
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/12/09/how-bangladeshs-digital-security-act-is-creating-culture-of-fear-pub-85951.

10 DSA, Section 25(1)(a); Section 25(2).
" DSA, Section 25(1)(b); Section 25(2).
12 DSA, Section 29
3 DSA, Section 31
14 DSA, Section 21.
15 DSA, Section 28.

Riaz, supra note 8; Press Release, OHCHR, Bangladesh: Tiirk Urges Immediate Suspension of Digital Security Act as Media

Crackdown Continues, (Mar. 31, 2023), available at
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/03/bangladesh-turk-urges-immediate-suspension-digital-security-act-media;
OHCHR, Technical Note to the Government of Bangladesh on Review of the Digital Security Act, June 2022 [hereinafter
“OHCHR Technical Note™], available at
https://www.ecoi.net/en/file/local/2089968/OHCHR-Technical-Note-on-review-of-the-Digital-Security-Act-June-2022.pdf;
Centre for Governance Studies, The Ordeal: Five Years of the Digital Security Act, 2018-2023, Apr. 2024,

https://cgs- bd.com/cms/media/documents/e7678484-19ac-4716-8224-be3f706bfa66.pdf; Article 19, Bangladesh: Digital
Security Act 2018, Nov. 2019, available at
https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Bangladesh-Cyber-Security-act-2018-analysis-FINAL.pdf
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7 Press Release, OHCHR, Bangladesh: Tiirk Urges Immediate Suspension of Digital Security Act as Media Crackdown
Continues, (Mar. 31, 2023), available at
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/03/bangladesh-turk-urges-immediate-suspension-digital-security-act-media.

Faisal Mahmud, Bangladesh to Tone Down ‘Draconian’ Digital Security Law, Al Jazeera, Aug. 7, 2023, available at
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/8/7/bangladesh-to-tone-down-draconian-digital-security-law.

Transparency International Bangladesh, Digital Security Act 2018 and the Draft Cyber Security Act 2023: A Comparative
Analysis, Aug. 30, 2023, available at
https://www.ti-bangladesh.org/upload/files/position-paper/2023/Position-paper-on-Digital-Security-Act-2018-and-Draft-
Cyber-Security-Act-2023.pdf; Amnesty International, Bangladesh: Open Letter to the Government: Feedback on Proposed
‘Cyber Security Act,” Aug. 22, 2023, available at https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal3/7125/2023/en.

20 Cyber Security Act, 2023, Section 52 [hereinafter “CSA™]. Sections 17, 19, 27, and 32 of the CSA, which proscribe unlawful
access to critical information infrastructure, damage to computers and computer systems, cyberterrorism, and hacking,
respectively, were cognizable and non-bailable. Unlike under the DSA, the provision criminalizing hate speech or deteriorating
law and order (Section 31) was made non-cognizable and bailable.

2" Dhaka Tribune, Parliament Passes Cyber Security Bill 2023, Sept. 13, 2023, available at
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/325228/parliament-passes-cyber-security-bill-2023.

CSA, Section 52. Under Section 42 of the CSA, police officers could still arrest individuals without a warrant where there was
“reason to believe that any offence under this Act has been committed or is being committed or is likely to be committed at any
place or that evidence has been lost, destroyed, erased, altered or otherwise rendered inaccessible.”

Amnesty International, Repackaging Repression: The Cyber Security Act and the Continuing Lawfare Against Dissent in
Bangladesh, Aug. 8, 2024, pg. 4, available at https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal3/8332/2024/en/

Centre for Governance Studies, CSA Tracker, https://csa.freedominfo.net.

% Amnesty International, Repackaging Repression: The Cyber Security Act and the Continuing Lawfare Against Dissent in
Bangladesh, Aug. 8, 2024, available at https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal3/8332/2024/en/.

do



HITOITS A8 WSS FCAG F1 TR @, Tt I 2SR AR 70 A=A
SRR ST MR REAT PR AT 376! 1 761 A1 =Y | (R, SN2 JifoeT Facers wigfif
SR W& AP WS g T e AP R AT | PO, T SR s
Q' SR VIR 2SN PR ATES G AT | GF TC AN 0 ([fog SN2 AT
T G0 &5 ¢ Afes ST Cofd 27 |

2038 R GA-SFIIR T S 7 TP [(PTa IR [{Uwie 7w #Ite 126
R RTHS FIR ANF-ATCE J0H TS (*17 278 2038 AER ¢ TG SSFEA L=ar
1Y =IPER Fopte w6 177 R qZHAfS oM (ore (M GR 038 IR b ST
ATTTE LGP T FCCR (F9rg G336 (@R S@de! TP nikng a-e 3¢, A
Ty Tl Tpw fRI60R #itd 4o AEiafod FAART SGRLM F41 120 SRIS! TP “5\eToF
TRIGER, TP G ToLF I FhTol” TFe AF efexsfs @ 120

SRS TP (AT FCH, IR FRPRGE NEALE A I Z( | G2 A &
TEAPTRICP P19 Gq SR [Tl RS 1 T4 @R (AR 7 T el (el =2 1°! 2038
AR SR ol RSP Pl IR (qrEell (a7 132 G907 AT T[] S,
R03¢-GF PTG A T T, TN Fira Aoyt Stweer e 2Rl 4R JRESre
PIIRE-(S F9 (7 | G2 AN FENS TATE JH] TGIAT, 03¢ - PTG AF F[ 2T |

@ RIS Y 3T W AEEifes MefE TEEE FRATVETE N AN FCE | SIAd
SfeTr foet, #1Q Tl 8 R BIIE SZF Fro Ui ea (a3 =g 13 R[feg afstame
11 =2, 2038 AR fCrmea M@ foq Miag &) 4R 03¢ R SRR 12 ALCRI o)

¢ Harindrini Corea and Nazia Erum, What is Happening at the Quota-Reform Protests in Bangladesh?, Amnesty International,

July 29, 2024, available at
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/07/what-is-happening-at-the-quota-reform-protests-in-bangladesh/.

27 OHCHR, Preliminary Analysis of Recent Protests and Unrest in Bangladesh, Aug. 16, 2024, available at
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/OHCHR-Preliminary-Analysis-of-Recent-Protests-and-Unrest-in-Banglades
h-16082024_2.pdf.

2 Redwan Ahmed, Bangladesh Parliament Dissolved a Day After Resignation of Prime Minister, The Guardian Aug. 6, 2024,
available at https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/aug/06/bangladesh-student-protesters-to-meet-with-army-chief-
after-pm-resigns.

29

Ruma Paul, Nobel Laureate Yunus Takes Charge of Bangladesh, Hopes to Heal Strife-Torn Country, Reuters, Aug. 8, 2024,
available at https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/bangladesh-awaits-installation-interim-government-after-weeks-strife-
2024-08-08/

39 Asia News Network, Election After Vital Reforms: Chief Adviser to Bangladesh Interim Government, Aug. 19, 2024, available
at https://asianews.network/election-after-vital-reforms-chief-adviser-to-bangladesh-interim-government/.

31 Harun Ur Rashid Swapan, Asked Not to Arrest in Cyber Case: Nahid Islam, DW, Sept. 27, 2024, available at
https://www.dw.com/bn/ATRIR-NETR- (A SF-F/-FHC0-I1 - TOACO-AIRE - 2FT/a- 70348611 2.

32 Prothom Alo, Cyber Security Act To Be Repealed: Asif Nazrul, Oct. 3, 2024, available at
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/edlki78nav.

3 Article 19, Bangladesh: Digital Laws Must Be Transparent and Protect Free Expression, Feb. 26, 2025 [hereinafter “Article 19
Report™], available at
https://www.article19.org/resources/bangladesh-digital-laws-must-be-transparent-and-protect-free-expression/.
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3 Article 19 Report.

35 Article 19 Report; Front Line Defenders & CIVICUS, Open Letter, Bangladesh: Concerns About the Draft Cyber Protection
Ordinance, (Jan. 15, 2025), available at
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/statement-report/bangladesh-concerns-about-draft-cyber-protection-ordinance.

% Front Line Defenders, Human Rights Defender Nahid Hasan Knowledge Charged under Cyber Security Act for Hurting
Religious Sentiments, available at
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/human-rights-defender-nahid-hasan-knowledge-charged-under-cyber-security-act-
hurting-religious; New Age, Citizens Demand Withdrawal of Cases, Repeal of CSA, Mar. 7, 2025, available at
https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/259591/citizens-demand-withdrawal-of-cases-repeal-of-csa.

37 Section 50(4)
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Section 61 of the DSA states that “[t]he proceedings or cases initiated before, or taken cognizance by, the Tribunal under the
repealed sections ... shall, if pending at any stage of trial, continue as if the said sections had not been repealed.”

3 CSA, Section 59.

40" The Daily Star, 86pc DSA Cases Pending Disposal: Law Minister, Sept. 10, 2023, available at
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/86pc-dsa-cases-pending-disposal-law-minister-3415241.

CSA, Section 59(3).

4

4 Amnesty International, Repackaging Repression: The Cyber Security Act and the Continuing Lawfare Against Dissent in

Bangladesh, Aug. 8, 2024, pg. 6, available at https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asal3/8332/2024/en/; see also New Age,
Online Activist Pinaki, Ex-JCD Leader Ashik Charged in DSA Case, Apr. 28, 2024 (police submitted a charge sheet against
Ashik under the repealed DSA based on spreading “false and deceptive information” on social media), available at
https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/233832/charges-pressed-against-online-activist-pinaki-ex-jcd-leader-ashik-in-dsa-cas
¢; Prothom Alo, FR2[F f&f2G1 f&areiel S182=a AN ARI1EF FRMIFR [Journalist in Jail in Rangpur Digital Security Act Case],
Feb. 4,

2024 (in February 2024, the Rangpur Cyber Tribunal sent the editor of a local newspaper to prison after his bail application was
denied in a court hearing for a DSA case filed against him), available at
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/kl13f7e3gr.

4 Dhaka Tribune, Speech Offence Cases Under Cyber Laws to be Withdrawn, Arrestees to be Released, Sept. 30, 2024, available
at https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/crime/360234/speech-offence-cases-under-cyber-laws-to-be.
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fefers vemme et | 58 12 Piasta-8 «3w Prgas wrr qifeet zaarg | Fraere-cs feumg’s sammi
SEGTE SRFHER (@I R (72 | T AT TReraag Ar=iif «fbs famaa sidiea
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R (G 799, IR fOao1a’a SR AT 379 AR (e QIS0 20 AA1F | [ sReeics
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4 Cyber Security Ordinance, 2025 [hereinafter “CSO”], Section 50.

4 Cyber Security (Amendment) Ordinance, 2025 states that “any case or other proceedings pending in any court or tribunal or any
case or proceedings under investigation . . . for the commission and abetment of the offence referred to in sections 21, 24, 25,
26,27,28,29 and 31 of the Digital Security Act, 2018 . . . shall be quashed and no further proceedings shall be taken in respect
thereof and the sentence and fine imposed by any court or tribunal under the said sections shall be deemed to be quashed.”
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4 Daily Star, 18-Yr-Old Lands in Jail Over ‘Offensive’ FB Post on Abu Sayed, June 28, 2025, available at
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/18-yr-old-lands-jail-over-offensive-fb-post-abu-sayed-3927
821?tbclid=IwQO0xDSwLNA3JleHRuA2FIbQIxXMQABHvVU7kAiIGtQeZdFNR3¢c63Te7WxdkG3n_4BmES8ITeum8nse 3dvSA
RGvYisy4-_aem_7xJbo0BWHR9yikMKy-2U7Q.

47 See, e.g., Sangbad Sangstha, Court Issues Arrest Warrant Against Naem Nizam, 2 Others in DSA Case, New Age, July 27, 2025,
available at
https://www.newagebd.net/post/country/271309/court-issues-arrest-warrant-against-naem-nizam-2-others-in-dsa-case.

4 Committee to Protect Journalists, Journalists Supportive of Ousted Bangladesh Leader Targeted with Arrest, Criminal Cases,

Sept. 19, 2024 [hereinafter “CPJ Report™],

4 Prothom Alo, Journalist Couple Shakil Ahmed and Farzana Rupa Detained, Aug. 21, 2024, available at
https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/ruOpzr91if.

0 Reporters Without Borders, Bangladesh: Journalists Farzana Rupa and Shakil Ahmed Must be Released, Aug. 27, 2024,
available at https:/rsf.org/en/bangladesh-journalists-farzana-rupa-and-shakil-ahmed-must-be-released.

1 CPJ Report.

52 The Daily Star, Crimes Against Humanity: Hasina, Over Two Dozen Journos Sued in ICT Case, Aug. 29, 2024, available at
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/crimes-against-humanity-hasina-over-two-dozen-journos-su
ed-ict-case-3689551.
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International Federation of Journalists, Bangladesh: 28 Journalists Under Investigation, Sept. 9, 2024, available at
https://www.ifj.org/media-centre/news/detail/category/press-releases/article/bangladesh-28-journalists-under-investigation.

3+ Reporters Without Borders, Journalist Arrested After Taking Part in Roundtable, In New Use of Bangladesh’s Anti-Terrorism
Law, Nov. 12, 2025 (noting that after spending 75 days in jail, he was released on bail), available at Journalist arrested after
taking part in roundtable, in new use of Bangladesh’s anti-terrorism law.

> Human Rights Watch. After the Monsoon Revolution: A Roadmap to Lasting Security Sector Reform in Bangladesh, Jan. 27,
2025, available at
https://www.hrw.org/report/2025/01/27/after-monsoon-revolution/roadmap-lasting-security-sector-reform-bangladesh.

6 Id.

7 Zyma Islam, World Press Freedom Day: 266 Journalists Face Criminal Cases So Far, Daily Star, May 3, 2025 (“This newspaper
has found that at least 266 journalists have been implicated in various cases related to the events of July and August last year.”),
available at
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/world-press-freedom-day-266-journalists-face-criminal-cas
es-so-far-3885366 , see also Rights and Risks Analysis Group, Bangladesh: Press Freedom Throttled Under Dr. Muhammad
Yunus, May 3, 2025, available at
https://www.rightsrisks.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Bangladesh-Press-Freedom-Throttled-Under-Dr-Mohammed-
Yunus.pdf

% AP, Rights Groups Condemn Bangladesh for Cancelling Accreditation of 167 Journalists, Nov. 13, 2024, available at
https://apnews.com/article/bangladesh-press-accreditations-c6084ebc9dd6cee9c87101961d03 1197

Reporters Without Borders, Bangladesh: Violent Attacks on Journalists Are Surging, Government Must Take Action, Feb. 14,
2025, available at https://rsf.org/en/bangladesh-violent-attacks-journalists-are-surging-government-must-take-action; Amnesty
International et al., Bangladesh: Interim Government Should Protect Freedom of Expression and Opinion, Mar. 21, 2025,
available at https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ASA1391652025SENGLISH.pdf
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0 DSA Tracker, https:/freedominfo.net/
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AR 2J<fer STl 7 | R WRACH B LR NI AR AR G (A SRS Gy B
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" In some cases, journalists denied making the posts alleged; however, the cases were categorized on the basis of the substance
of allegations.
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G GAMIE TR fOo1 TR FACEIBIVA [P (PSR N WG G5 IR
SifeTe 2CAeeT (60 Fiferast-«g =TSt AR (71 AR, 050 T W (AF 039 A
TR 28 fCe’a IR Y » TR ¢oo TCAF @f* FIE 4T IR (IIrs 257
Gl (TR, SIA &l Wo *elk*! 2@ RIAIME qaR wo *oRT*RA @ ferem aremitsfam 17
GF3Od, FfEaT @ vesl Ty SFSEIFAE 96 FACS (IR, OF WL 3 2SR
T WICH AR A ZTERT TR JMRAT QR &R 8o *TS[R* AT WICI FCACR ASLAOD

2 The Report of the Media Reform Commission, Mar. 22, 2025, pg. 20 [hereinafter the “Media Reform Commission Report™]
% OHCHR Technical Note.
o 1d.

% Section 43 of the DSA granted wide discretion to the police to conduct warrantless searches, seizures and arrests, while Section

53 of the law made several offences, namely Sections 17, 19, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33 and 34, non-bailable. See
id. This is discussed further infra.

% See, e.g., Ali Riaz, How Bangladesh’s Digital Security Act Is Creating a Culture of Fear, Carnegie Endowment for International

Peace, Dec. 9, 2021, available at
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/12/09/how-bangladesh-s-digital-security-act-is-creating-culture-offear-pub-85951; Zillur
Rahman, The New CSA: A Draconian Law Made More ‘Efficient,” The Daily Star, Aug. 24, 2023, available at
https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/views/news/the-new-csa-draconian-law-made-more-efficient-3401151;

Bilal Hussain, Advocates Question Whether Reforms Will Offer Bangladesh Media Greater Protection, VOA News, Aug. 18,
2023, available at
https://www.voanews.com/a/advocatesquestion-whether-reforms-will-offer-bangladesh-media-greater-protection/
7231154.html.

97 Centre for Governance Studies, The Ordeal: Five Years of the Digital Security Act, 2018-2023, Apr. 2024, pg. 10,
https://cgs-bd.com/cms/media/documents/e7678484-19ac-4716-8224-be3f706bfa66.pdf.
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% See id. pg. 18.

% See OHCHR Technical Note; Committee to Protect Journalists, Bangladeshi Journalists Face Physical Attacks, Legal Cases,
and Detention Amid COVID-19 Pandemic, July 23, 2020, available at
https://cpj.org/2020/07/bangladeshi-journalists-face-physical-attacks-legal-cases-and-detention-amid-covid-19-pandemic/
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fifee w2y (e 27 |

TR R R @S M Ty O30 SaIee AR Seirel 6 aferams
FT fo e S I e e T4 =117 @ SRAfneme aferame @
T, @IS QIR & CATE woo BT JaMMr AR FUT ARFCES (FIST-55 @IS T@
9o TIFR AR (e 20 | T @RI A (AF AR A0S 147 Zfoeee, A RGN
e ST weIfeet 172 68 e SfS@mBE! e TSI OgRUR® | S0 B3]
TR A @ 202D AR G AT IFANNG (TR FFe[ew #ffEfs «ar Irama Faaned
qofeq FCe ¥F-98 Mg & AR_E TR AN K7 q0oiee 174 98 Ty Sifeye fod
RIICHT GFGT , ST TP O, T (& AR KRG I el GFe FoW T
o ST FaEE | «ft IErfoe Freates TaE 2fres ¢ (7

70 FIR 20/194, Patnitala Police Station, May 13, 2020, Ikhtiyar Uddin Azad. According to the journalist, his post was corroborated
by news accounts in several other publications. See Interview, Ikhtiyar Uddin Azad. He also indicated that he believed the case
had been filed because he had exposed “corruptions and irregularities of various government officials and the local leaders and
activists of the ruling Awami League and the Bangladesh Chhatra League.” See New Age, Journalist’s Acquittal Comes After
8-Month Detention, 3yr Legal Battle, Feb. 8, 2023, available at
https://www.newagebd.net/article/193875/journalists-acquittal-comes-after-8-month-detention-3yr-legal-battle.

"' FIR 20/194, Patnitala Police Station, May 13, 2020, Ikhtiyar Uddin Azad
2 FIR 7/206, Thakurgaon City Police Station, July 9, 2021, Tanvir Hasan Tanu, Rahim Shuvo, and Abdul Latif Litu.

3 Chargesheet No. 141, June 23, 2022, Tanvir Hasan Tanu, Rahim Shuvo, and Abdul Latif Litu. One of the journalists had
apparently sought treatment at the hospital and had observed irregularities giving rising to the reporting. See Interview, Rahim
Shuvo (indicating that one of his fellow journalists had sought treatment at the hospital).

™ Chargesheet No. 141, June 23, 2022, Tanvir Hasan Tanu, Rahim Shuvo, and Abdul Latif Litu.

> Interview, Tanvir Hasan Tanu. One of the other two journalists offered a similar explanation, indicating that a local MP was the
president of the hospital committee. Interview, Rahim Shuvo.
As of 2024, there were eight divisions of Bangladesh, each named after the major city within its jurisdiction that also serves as
the administrative seat of that division.Each division is divided into several districts, which are further subdivided into upazilas
(sub-districts).
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6 As of 2024, there were eight divisions of Bangladesh, each named after the major city within its jurisdiction that also serves as
the administrative seat of that division.Each division is divided into several districts, which are further subdivided into upazilas
(sub-districts).

" In the chart below, the numbers do not add up to 451 instances because this information was not available for all cases.

"8 This is also consistent with findings by the Media Reform Commission, which noted data to the effect that “influential ruling
party figures filed 47 percent of the cases” under the DSA. Media Reform Commission Report, pg. 69.

" Anyone holding a position within the official Awami League or its associated groups (such as the student wing, youth wing,
labour wing, etc.) was categorized as a “politician affiliated with the Awami League.”

8 In the chart below, the numbers do not add up to 222 cases because this information was not available for all cases.
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=

FIR 12/59, Baliadangi Police Station, April 17, 2020, Rahim Shuvo. The journalist had allegedly characterized the complainant
as a ‘rice thief.”

82 Complaint as the basis for FIR 12/59, Baliadangi Police Station, April 17, 2020, Rahim Shuvo. In this case, sacks of rice were
discovered, and the journalist published an article entitled “630 bags of rice found in the godown of the brother of the President
of the Volunteer League.” See also id. (“[B]ecause it publishes news and information with purpose, it is read by many people
and many indecent and inexcusable comments are made about Bangladesh Awami League and me, which is an offence under
the Digital Security Act. I and my political party are not involved in the incident in any way.”). This same journalist was among
the three facing charges for the reporting on food irregularities in the COVID ward of a hospital. See supra.

8 Complaint.
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8 TInterview, MD Hedait Hossain Molla; FIR 06/221, Batiaghata Police Station, December 31, 2018, MD Hedait Hossain Molla.
85 Interview, MD Hedait Hossain Molla.

8¢ Complaint as the basis for FIR 06/221, Batiaghata Police Station, December 31, 2018, MD Hedait Hossain Molla.

87 Complaint as the basis for FIR 06/221, Batiaghata Police Station, December 31, 2018, MD Hedait Hossain Molla.

8 Cyber Tribunal Verdict, October 7, 2020.

8 Cases where the complaint/FIR concerned a post/article on social media — this included those that related to core journalistic

work as well as others. In some cases the journalists denied making the said posts—hence the cases were categorised as per the
allegations in the complaint.

% FIR 20/355, Chhatak Police Station, December 25, 2021, Lutfur Rahman Shawon.

9

Forensic Report on Facebook Activity of Lutfor Shawon, Issued By IT Forensic Branch, CID Bangladesh, April 20, 2022.

2 Interview, Lutfur Rahman Shawon; Complaint as the basis for FIR 20/355, Chhatak Police Station, December 25, 2021, Lutfur
Rahman Shawon.
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% Interview, Azharul Haque.

% Media Reform Commission Report, p. 140.

% See generally Dhaka Tribune, ARTICLE 19 Concerned over Violence Against Female Journo in Rangpur, Sept. 26, 2021,
available at https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/259696/article-19-concerned-over-violence-against-female
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% FIR 126/22, Rangpur Kotwali Police Station, February 13, 2022, Afroza Sarkar; Interview, Afroza Sarkar.

7 Interview, Afroza Sarkar.

% Interview, Lutfur Rahman Shawon.

% Rummana Foisal Nafiu, Gaibandha Journalist Arrested Under Digital Security Act, Dhaka Tribune, May 26, 2020, available at
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/210945/gaibandha-journalist-arrested-under-digital.

1% Interview, Sirajul Islam Ratan.
191 Interview, Fazle Elahi.

192 Interview.

13 Chargesheet.

104 Tnterview
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15 See Dhaka Tribune, Poet Henry Swapon Jailed in Digital Security Act Case, May 14, 2019, available at
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/nation/176883/poet-henry-sawpon-jailed-in-digital-security-act.

10 Interview, Henry Swapon.
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197 South Asia Press Freedom Report 2022-2023, available at https://samsn.ifj.org/SAPFR22-23/bangladesh/.
1% Media Reform Commission Report, p. 18.
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128 Constitutional Court of Uganda, Karamagi et al. v. Attorney General, Judgment, Constitutional Petition No. 5 of 2016, pg. 15.
129 1d., at pgs. 11-12.

130 1d., at pg. 12.

131 1d. at pg. 16. See also High Court of Kenya at Nairobi, Andare v. Attorney General et al., Judgment, Apr. 19, 2016, paras. 77-78
(striking down a law that criminalized “send[ing] a message or other matter that is grossly offensive or of an indecent, obscene
or menacing character” or “send[ing] a message that [a person] knows to be false for the purpose of causing annoyance,
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132 Court of Appeal, Heidy Quah Gaik Li, Judgment, No. B-01(A)-514-10/2023, para. 73
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13 Constitutional Court Judgment [translation], Case No. 78/PUU-XX1/2023, para. 3.18.2,
135 Id

136 EACJ, Media Council of Tanzania and Ors. v. Attorney General of the United Republic of Tanzania, Reference 2 of 2017,
[2019] EACJ 2, Mar. 28, 2019 (First Instance Division), available at https://globalfreedomofexpression.columbia.edu/wp
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137 General Comment No. 34, paras. 38, 42.

138 Article 19, Bangladesh: Digital Security Act 2018, Legal Analysis (November 2019), pg. 16, See, e.g., ECtHR, Gorelishvili v.
Georgia, App. No. 12979/04, Sept. 5, 2007, para. 38; ECtHR, Fedchenko v. Russia, App. No. 33333/04, June 28, 2007, para. 37.

13 See, e.g., ECtHR, Gorelishvili v. Georgia, App. No. 12979/04, Sept. 5, 2007, para. 38; ECtHR, Fedchenko v. Russia, App. No.
33333/04, June 28, 2007, para. 37.

140 General Comment No. 34, para. 47.

141 See General Comment No. 34, para. 47; see also Amal Clooney & David Neuberger, Freedom of Speech in International Law,
Oxford University Press, pgs. 114-116 (2024).

12 UNHRC, Adonis v. Phillipines, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/103/D/1815/2008/Rev.1, Oct. 4 to Nov. 4, 2011, para. 3.5 (The law in
consideration in this case was “[A]rticle 354 of the Revised Penal Code, according to which ‘every defamatory imputation is
presumed to be malicious, even if true, if no good intention and justifiable motive for making it is shown, except in the
following cases ... 2. A fair and true report, made in good faith, without any comments or remarks of any judicial, legislative or
other official proceedings which are not of confidential nature, or of any statement, report or speech delivered in said
proceedings, or of any other act performed by public officers in the exercise of their functions.’”).
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148 In 30 of the 76 incidents where Section 31 was invoked, information on pre-trial detention was not known.

149 FIR 20/194, Patnitala Police Station, May 13, 2020, Ikhtiyar Uddin Azad.
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150 Chargesheet No. 141, June 23, 2022, Tanvir Hasan Tanu, Rahim Shuvo, and Abdul Latif Litu.

151 Interview, Abu Zafar; Complaint as basis for FIR [Number Unclear], Dohar Police Station, February 20, 2019, Abu Zafar.
192 1d.

153 1d.

13 Constitutional Court Judgment [translation], Case No. 78/PUU-XX1/2023, para 3.18.5.

155 1d.

156 UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, Ros Sokhet v. Cambodia, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/WGAD/2021/75, Jan. 27, 2022, para.
66.

7 UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, Opinion No. 57/2024 concerning Saparbek Akunbekov, UN Doc.
A/HRC/WGAD/2024/57, Mar. 3, 2025, para. 104 (“This provision, by criminalizing broad and vague concepts such as
‘disobedience’ and ‘riots’, fails to meet the rigorous standards set by article 19 (3) of the Covenant.”).

158 OHCHR, The Rabat Plan of Action, Oct. 5, 2012, para 21

8



TR 6F TIILFE 2T TR, ToLAPCHT ARITO[ 827 SRS @I FA_ae!
SR (A4 SO TS &) ARSI IR A[ATed 'O 7F | A0S @ Aeiares
SRS AT 0T e SR, ToAFHT FATOR 89T A TRES! (FIT S GFE
1IN T, GO 1=l Geel, SRy T (ool TR A S I @S AN |
«f6? SEewifre AREeR 6w Siferr 1'% q[T 03-99 CFea o A4 Sy SN 2:
fRfeq (MBIt RTa @ (IRST (AT T (MGAT TR Gl T 4 |

S0 “RUa, gl 31 GRSl (AT CIBIGEE JAwR @ Sy 4F1 0y-9 aAfesfrs =g, of
IRTS FHARFFIR e wifees, Tror T 4 (B AT Ny A [ 1, o
110 TR G L AECATSP B CFCae KPo Z0A0R 07 2O =7 | Twrzaet Rowed ¢
TR IR RN [PTa -1 0>-9F A SO A =, I OHd Go
AFSTANCR T RN SIS AT G5 (Gl ST ¥ea e Cafrer 1 o »Hfea=r
ot 2eaeR T A B 2R (10! @2 GG (T 03-4F oA ¢ g e s o
FE |

SEC, AW LI 03 -AF TR S T 2, OIS G O (IR TCw O PO AN
(OO FACR A T 27 A | A PO A6 AT A0 “Topgee” @R
“SIRTELET"a STy A RO T 2, (AT SRS e (Isa Ry acew e Srad
1 R | AT GTAIN & 0, “WRTHEE” G WS Y @Pod AR Fforee Tuge
T, A TSR AL AT T 162 (=T 03~ O TSI “WZTPRE” T ST
RO TACE | T GG GO NGB AZC TP S Srwre=irat /fe oy e |

TR, ATl 8 WPfeFerR orye «R oy i eFeq Tme ez IRS
FARTFAR 1 =R, RTATFTe 3637 0 SR Zerd [eafoe =0 #I17, 147 o %778
(ISR fRRPTa A AT A1 ARITST TMF MR “fEs TR CofF T IR (TR FCITS
THE GTARFIFOC TP & | (I IS AJProre WS A A STOf8 AET T
fofers (@I IS SoRIY RETR ol T W@EoF NTMCe Het ANer=d =3 |10

Gifeead e 3w, ifers tqay, A (Rof-foed) ok @ RE®
wpifeagel Raas f[Ked os FrErsiias i Wl WRACS S0 NFLBIF NTCes 0t
SNEPT=S FACS 2NIGCIoAT PR A SR |

wifeoteraa Ifam, wifosts ey, Ruafifee @ =8 spifkageiians e afstaves o
eates @ Free @ Sl Wk Weeios NAAIESE e e AN Fare

139 General Comment No. 34, para. 21.
16 Rabat Plan of Action, para. 11.

161 Complaint (discussing “creat[ing] animosity, or hatred between classes or sects regarding that sacred political institution™)
(emphasis added) [note that in this case the journalist’s name is withheld on their request].

192 Heidy Quah, supra, para. 37 (citing Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia v State of Bihar and Others).
163 Rabat Plan of Action, para. 29.
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1% Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, Githy Muigai, UN Doc. A/HRC/17/40/Add.2, Mar. 25, 2011, available at
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g11/123/13/pdf/g1112313.pdf. The law in Singapore is most closely analogous to
Section 153A of the Bangladesh Penal Code, to which Section 31 bears some similarity.
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165 Interview, Henry Swapon; Bangladesh Supreme Court High Court Division, Court Order, June 5, 2022.
166 Id

167 Id

188 General Comment No. 34, para. 48

199 UN General Assembly, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of expression,
U.N. Doc, A/74/486, Oct. 9, 2019, para. 21. See also Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of
Religion or Belief, UN. Doc A/HRC/31/18, Dec. 23, 2015, para. 61 (“[T]he employment of criminal sanctions against
expressions which do not advocate for violence or discrimination but which are deemed ‘blasphemous’” is “incompatible” with
the right to freedom of expression.”).

170 Media Reform Commission Report, pg. 70.
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71 FIR 25/140, Khulna City Police Station, April 20, 2021, Sabur Rana.
172 Interview, Sabur Rana.
173 Interview, Ramjan Ali Pramanik; Interview, Shanto Banik.

17* FIR 7/71, Palash Police Station, April 30, 2020, Ramjan Ali Pramanik and Shanto Banik.
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17 Interview, Ramjan Ali Pramanik.
176 Interview, Shanto Banik.

177 Article 19, Bangladesh: Digital Security Act 2018, Legal Analysis, (November 2019), pg. 17, available at
https://www.article19.org/wp content/uploads/2019/11/Bangladesh-Cyber-Security-act-2018-analysis-FINAL.pdf.

178 Id

17 Section 21, which makes publishing “any propaganda or campaign against the liberation war of Bangladesh, spirit of liberation
war, father of the nation, national anthem or national flag,” featured three times in our dataset, and Section 27, which relates to
cyber-terrorism, also appeared three times in our dataset. In its Technical Note, the OHCHR specifically called for the repeal of
Section 21 (pg. 2) and recommended the amendment or repeal of eight other sections, including Section 27. In its review of the
DSA, Article 19 recommended repeal of Section 21 (pg. 15).
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180 Interview; Complaint; Chargesheet.

181 Chargesheet No. 165, December 31, 2022, Khondokar Rakib.

182 ECtHR, Von Hannover v. Germany (No. 2), App Nos. 40660/08 and 60641/08, Feb. 7, 2012.
183 Interview, Abdul Kaium.

184 Interview, Abdul Kaium.

185 The Daily Star, Ex-MP’s Daughter Files DSA Case Against 6 Journos of Rangamati, Sept. 19, 2022, available at
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/crime-justice/news/ex-mps-daughterfiles-dsa-case-against-6-journos-
rangamati-3123231.
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186 FIR 20/194, Patnitala Police Station, May 13, 2020, Ikhtiyar Uddin Azad.

87 Other non-speech provisions invoked included Section 24, which criminalizes identity theft and impersonation, which arose in

7 cases
188 Section 23(1)(D). The CSO also criminalizes cyberfraud in substantially similar terms to the DSA.
189 Chargesheet No. 36/1, March 23, 2020, MD Hedait Hossain Molla; Interview, MD Hedait Hossain Molla.

19 FIR 06/221, Batiaghata Police Station, December 31, 2018, MD Hedait Hossain Molla; Chargesheet No. 36/1, March 23, 2020,
MD Hedait Hossain Molla.
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192 Orlovskaya Iskra v. Russia, App, No. 42911/08, Feb. 21, 2017, para. 107.

193 1d. para 130.
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195000 Regnum v. Russia, App. No. 22649/08, Sept. 8, 2020, para 68.

19 FIR 23/511, Khulna Sadar Police Station, October 21, 2019, Munir Uddin Ahmed. For reporting on the underlying incident, see
The Hindu, 4 Killed, 50 Injured as Protesters Clash with Police Over Blasphemous Facebook Post in Bangladesh, Oct.20, 2019,
available at
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/4-killed-50-injured-as-protesters-clash-with-police-over-blasphemous-facebook
-post-in-bangladesh/article29751887.ece

197 Interview, Munir Uddin Ahmed.

198 In fact, the license in question bore the Mayor’s name as Managing Director: Complaint as the basis for FIR 25/140, Khulna
Sadar Police Station, April 20, 2021, Abu Taiyub Munshi.

19 FIR 25/140, Khulna Sadar Police Station, April 20, 2021, Abu Taiyub Munshi.
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200 General Comment No. 34, para. 34.
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202 FIR 20/355, Chhatak Police Station, December 25, 2021, Lutfur Rahman Shawon.

203 UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 34, Article 19: Freedoms of Opinion and Expression, UN Doc.
CCPR/C/GC/34, Sept. 12, 2011, para. 47.

204 1d. at paras. 11 and 38.

205 ECtHR, Fedchenko v. Russia (No. 5), App. No. 17229/13, Oct. 2, 2018, para. 44.
206 ECtHR, Grinberg v. Russia, App. No. 23472/03, July 21, 2005, para. 9.

207 1d. at para. 31.
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2023), available at
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21% Since information in the dataset was gathered from publicly available sources, information on pre-trial detention was available
in a minority (189 of 451) of incidents.

220 See OHCHR Technical Note, pg. 6

YR



SIS e

(SR 2T AR I TEF, TR 9 ST T SR & FINCACZ , SIevd SIF 1S 2l
I Mt SHeRE TN @R [ 2T | SAF (F@2 (@SR ST AW (AR
TP I AR | 93 0o (@S ST ARAMIMT A @, TR 9 T 0y
Sbr T SRS, OINA (AT GFIF feT FHFST =¥ (77 | PR (@ wo (AF 8o &
FHFS] @ (AW TS oI FS e |

Tzl Rt @3B fslier erscer o Sy A @es Sfewar! e aferame =i s
TR AT I A | O O S, GFNENR TS A7 AP I 2 R A AR S0
s AFSEPIBIRTCE T 70T So & FHFS! ©FF JEIT A4 | IR ACICR AR A ZJERET
T AMRAT TR O CFIF G AT R (GR7GP “PTGC H&IR FCA 0T Fof Sy
A 122! GEOI(F TG FRA *NGTR AW o &, e &1 3357 8o e e
AI>-RIG FAFS] O IPT ST GR O (I G B 1222

GG (RIS (I IR AR O Oy S, O AW (AT SO [T (ASF I
R O R T GBI 2 | FfF Se e, MR Heid® 27 O) GRS (@, RS
JIC, AT qR (@5 LT @& 27 1223

AT (@ RIS 1 oRfE QAW @ O (YR T R0R, (T (A FE RO
QTR 2% ol iR Pl | Swiegel R 2efoaia Sfwe Sirercns 9ha1 Sreedy | Ok I6fq]
SRS, FAPCISCTF T G [TSIPRGE G TRIM FORF I & e &0 Ot AT
TS 0 | AN 2o SIF IRT 8 “ARRCTT AP ST (T @ SR (<7 SIS AMMers
T (Med 2T | 58 W4T 2HACS OftF FEE BT 5o e SFita AT = IR AT 7
R (SN =Y 174 G WY SR NN e e, G3(0 elfistameas ey o2 (meais
T 0T NP AR TP A | AR AN 27 TS T (oIt Fofey (A ©ofF 7fb (@i =i
m—a‘|225

GG OF 7Y
e 8 AeiAfod ALPHETE A@eoF pied b T TLo Jied ATl AGHE

TS B IR (TORIDIA G I T 1226 () SOv=en 671 2R, 2 7= fdifere fefe
8 AT FTT SIS FRITO! (ATF IS T4 AT = 5N CIRDIAT (@S I A6 F4T A

2! Interview.

222 Interview, Lutfur Rahman Shawon.
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experience when several heavily armed and masked police officers entered their apartment, pointed guns at them and shouted
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287 Section 32, CSO

288 Section 40(1)(c), DSA and Section 32(1)(c) CSO.

2 Section 32(2), CSO.

2% FIR 20/355, Chhatak Police Station, December 25, 2021, Lutfur Rahman Shawon.

»! Forensic Report on Facebook Activity of Lutfor Shawon, Issued By IT Forensic Branch, CID Bangladesh, April 20, 2022.
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22 FIR 25/140, Khulna City Police Station, April 20, 2021, Sabur Rana.

2% Forensic Report on Facebook Activity of Sabur Rana, issued by IT Forensic Branch, CID Bangladesh, May 3, 2021.
24 Interview, Sabur Rana.

2% Chargesheet No. 131, July 18, 2021, K M Belal Hossen Swapon; Rajshahi Cyber Tribunal Verdict, [Date Unclear].

2% Forensic Report on Facebook Activity of Rahim Shuvo, issued by IT Forensic Branch, CID Bangladesh, Date Unknown, as
referenced in Chargesheet, [Number Unknown], April 30, 2022, Rahim Shuvo.

27 General Comment No. 35, para 38.
2% European Court of Human Rights, Kavala v. Turkey, App. No. 28749/18, para. 127 (2019).

2 See, e.g., European Court of Human Rights, Fox et al. v. United Kingdom, Apps. Nos. 12244/86; 12245/86; 12383/86, Aug. 30,
1990.

39 European Court of Human Rights, Ibrahimov & Mammadov v. Azerbaijan, App. No. 63571/16 et al., Feb. 13, 2020, para. 130
(“As regards the scope of the criminal investigations at stake, the Court reiterates that the investigative measures carried out
were mainly limited to conducting the relevant searches, without any further investigative steps being taken. The circumstances
relating to the applicants’ alleged acquisition and selling of drugs, the alleged existence of organised criminal groups and the
applicants’ alleged role therein were completely left aside by the investigating authorities. . . . . ).
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301 Interview, Luftur Rahman Shawon.
392 This was when we closed data gathering on this case. However, subsequently he has said that he was since acquitted.
303 Interview, Lutfur Rahman Shawon.

3% Interview, Ikhtiyar Uddin Azad.
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305 A second case ended in conviction at trial, but the case was stayed by the High Court.

3% Seven cases were ongoing as of the date data collection closed and one case resulted in a conviction (this is the same case that
ended in a conviction in the larger dataset).

397 Chargesheet No. 36/1, March 23, 2020, MD Hedait Hossain Molla.
3% Interview, Ikhtiyar Uddin Azad.

39 United Nations, Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors, Sept. 7, 1990, para 12, available at
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/guidelines role-prosecutors.
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319 Council of Europe Consultative Council of European Prosecutors, Opinion No. 9 (2014) on European Norms and Principles
Concerning Prosecutors, Dec. 17, 2014, available at https://rm.coe.int/168074738b, paragraphs XV and 14.
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31 Interview, K M Belal Hossen Swapon.
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312 Interview, Ramjan Ali Pramanik.
313 Interview, Tanvir Hasan Tanu.
314 Interview, Azharul Haque.

315 Interview, Ikhtiyar Uddin Azad.
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310 Interview.

317 One recent report placed the average monthly entry-level salary in Bangladesh at between BDT 20,000 and 30,000. Faisal Bin
Igbal & Aaqib Hasib. Entry Salaries for Fresh Graduates: A Bleak Picture, Daily Star, Aug. 25, 2022, available at
https://www.thedailystar.net/campus/career/news/entry-salaries-fresh-graduates-bleak-picture-3102016.

318 Interview, Afroza Sarkar.
319 Interview, Abu Taiyub Munshi.
320 Interview, MD Hedait Hossain Molla.

32 Interview, Sirajul Islam Ratan.
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322 Interview, Mamunur Rashid Nomani.
32 Interview, K. M. Belal Hossen Swapon.
324 Interview, Sabur Rana.

3% Interview, Azharul Haque.

326 Interview, Abu Zafar.
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327 Interview, Abdul Kaium.
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328 General Comment No. 34, para. 13.

32 TACtHR, Case of Herrera-Ulloa v. Costa Rica, Preliminary Objections, Merits, Reparations and Costs, Judgment of July 2,
2004, Series C No. 107, para. 117.

30 ECtHR, Satakunnan Markkinapérssi Oy & Satamedia Oy v. Finland, App. No. 931/13, June 27, 2017, para. 126.

31 For instance, in Pakistan, Trial Watch documented the flaws in the Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act (PECA). See Clooney
Foundation for Justice, Deep Flaws in Pakistan’s Cyber Defamation Law Threaten Press Freedom, available at
https://cfj.org/news/deep-flaws-in-pakistans-cyber-defamation-law-threaten-press- freedom/. And yet as Human Rights Watch
has explained, 2025 amendments to PECA added new provisions “making the dissemination of ‘fake or false’ information a
criminal offense punishable by up to three years in prison.” Human Rights Watch, Pakistan: Repeal Amendment to Draconian
Cyber Law, Feb. 3, 2025, available at https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/02/03/pakistan-repeal-amendment-draconian-cyber law.

32 Clooney Foundation for Justice, Deep Flaws in Pakistan’s Cyber Defamation Law Threaten Press Freedom, available at
https://cfj.org/news/deep-flaws-in-pakistans cyber-defamation-law-threaten-press-freedom/.

333 See Joint Statement for World Press Freedom Day, India: New Amendment to the Information Technology Rules that Threatens
Press Freedom Must be Withdrawn.
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https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/human_rights/indonesia ite-report.pdf.

See Media Transparency (And Accountability) Bill, 2024, available at
https://pressclubofindia.org/Media-Transparency-Bill.pdf.
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Ashutosh Sarkar, Enact Practical Law to Curb False, Frivolous Cases, The Daily Star, Mar, 19, 2025, available at
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/enact-practical-law-curb-false frivolous-cases-3851776.
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Supreme Court of Bangladesh, Appellate Division, Bangladesh v. BLAST, Civil Appeal No. 53/2004, May 24, 2016, available
at https://blast.org.bd/content/judgement/Civil_Appeal No.53 of 2004.pdf?ref=netra.news

Mamum Abdullah, What’s in the Police Reform Commission’s Sweeping Overhaul Plan?, Dhaka Tribune, Jan. 23, 2025
available at
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Supreme Court of Bangladesh, Appellate Division, Bangladesh v. BLAST, Civil Appeal No. 53/2004, May 24, 2016, available
at https://blast.org.bd/content/judgement/Civil_Appeal No.53_of 2004.pdf?ref=netra.news.
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