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Introduction

Bangladesh has been independent since 50 years. Bangladesh has
worked hard over the last 50 years to establish herself on the global
stage, which is prominent. As proud Bangladeshis, we must treasure all
of our country's successes and pass on our patriotism to the next
generation so that they can feel the same way about our motherland. To
nurture and preserve the struggle for independence, the Centre for
Governance Studies (CGS) organized the program "50 Years of
Bangladesh: Pathways and Trajectories" and announced an essay
writing competition that would be awarded on the occasion of
Bangladesh's Victory Day in December 2021. Two topics were selected
for the students of O level/A level/ Intermediate and Honors/Master’s
related to the journey and achievements of Bangladesh in the last 50
years. Essays from all across Bangladesh were received in the previous
several months by proficient minds, and a few of them were chosen to
feature. The publication's mission is to inform the younger generation
about Bangladesh's wonderful heritage and let them express it through
their works.
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Nafisa Sadia Sultana
Dhaka University

After decades of British and Pakistani colonial exploitation, Bangladesh inherited a
poverty-stricken broken economy. From ‘a basket case| it has risen like a robust Phoenix of Greek
Mythology.The country has set astonishing examples for the world in moving forward
overcoming endless hurdles.For the last 50 years, Bangladesh has managed to set commendable
achievements in the world, in spite of beginning its journey amid severe catastrophe.

Bangladesh started its journey with a budget of only 786 crore whereas the current proposed
budget is 6,036,810 million BDT,being 7680 times higher than the first one. Setting an
overwhelming example for the world, Bangladesh has overcome the catastrophic challenge and
earned the eligibility to upgrade from Least Developed Country (LDC) by 2026.The country has
met all the three eligibility criteria for LDC graduation involving income per capita, human assets,
and economic and environmental vulnerability.

When the whole world was facing economic downfall in 2020, Bangladesh managed a 5.24%
growth.In FY'2021, its average per capita income stood at $2,227, higher than India’s
$1,947.Bangladesh has ranked 24th out of 53 economies in the world and the economic
performance of the country amid the pandemic has been recognised by the Bloomberg’s
COVID-19 resilience ranking. The government's mass vaccination programme and success in
vaccine diplomacy have marked its headway.According to Bangladesh Health Minister Zahid
Maleque,

"So far, 9 crore vaccine doses have been administered and the government aims to administer 6
crore more doses by January next year"Moreover, homegrown vaccine of Bangladesh Bangavax
has received permission to start human trials.

Bangladesh has set an outstanding example for the world by utilizing its large manpower.Seven
million Bangladeshi expatriate labour force is dispersed all over the world, particularly in different
countries in the Middle East, North Africa and Southeast Asia. Though the country was facing
decline in remittance inflow at the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, it has managed to
overcome the hurdles with time.Making itself the eighth largest remittance earner in the year,
Bangladesh ensured increment of 39% remittance inflow to $20 billion in the July-April period of
the fiscal year 2020-21 than the previous year.

According to the recent provisional data released by the Export Promotion Bureau,the
Readymade Garments Exports from Bangladesh has increased by 11.48% than the previous fiscal
year.The real marvel lies in the fact that with apparel export earnings of $15.91 billion, Bangladesh
reclaimed its second position as RMG products exporters from Vietnam during the January-June
period of 2021.(TextileToday,2021)The RMG sector of Bangladeshis in the good books of the
international brands since it offers huge manpower and labor with lower price than other existing



countries. Besides, the country is improving the working conditions and environment of the RMG

factories.Seven industrial units of Bangladesh have ranked among the top 10 on a list of the
world’s 25 most environment-friendly factories winning international applauds.

Moreover, Bangladesh has established a women centric workforce of 60-70% women ensuring
women participation in economic activities and empowerment. Global Forum of Development
and UN Women have recognised the Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina,with the “Agent
of Change” award and "Planet 50-50 Champion" honor for the exemplary contribution of
Bangladesh in women empowerment.

Bangladesh has alleviated poverty and taken social protection initiatives through good
governance. The government has run successful Social Safety Net Programs itself and GO-NGO
collaboration. Bangladesh made economic and social breakthrough by coming up with concept
of microcredit.Nobel laureate Mohammad Yunus,nicknamed “the banker to the poor’, is the
pioneer of microcredit and founded Grameen Bank (community development) in 1977 in order to
facilitate access to capital among disadvantaged sections of Bangladesh’s population. The fact
that the poor can be given loan from a bank was alien to the world until Mohammad Yunus came
up with his innovation.Bangladesh's microcredit framework has been replicated in numerous
developing and underdeveloped countries.

Among the 8 targets of MDG(Millenium Development Goals),Bangladesh has successfully
achieved 6 goals.Bangladesh received the UN award for its remarkable achievements in attaining
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) particularly in reducing child mortality.With the
success of MDG, the country has started its journey towards Sustainable Development Goal with
17 integrated targets with an aim to bring life-changing 'zeros)including zero poverty, hunger,
AIDS and discrimination against women and girls.

Having deployed a total of 6,731 peacekeepers to the UN peacekeeping operations, Bangladesh
is the top country in sending troops in the United Nations' peacekeeping missions.So far, 1,63,887
peacekeepers from Bangladesh have participated in the 54 missions out of the total 69 UN peace
missions in 40 different countries.In 2017, Bangladesh sent two female combat pilots to the UN
mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO) - Flight Lieutenant Nayma Haque
and Flight Lieutenant Tamanna-E-Lutfi. Moreover, MINUSTAH,an all-female Bangladeshi Formed
Police Unit served with the UN mission from 2015 until October 2017 in Haiti.Recognising
Bangladeshi peacekeeper, South Sudan has built ' Bangladesh Road' in its capital Juba.

In an era when many rich nations have tried to stop the entry of Rohingya refugees, Bangladesh
opened its border for 7 lakhs refugees in 2017.The Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina
welcomed the Rohingya refugees remarking, " We have the ability to fee d 160 million people of
Bangladesh and we have enough food security to feed the 700,000 refugees” The Prime Minister
has received two international awards, the IPS International Achievement Award and the 2018

Special Distinction Award for Leadership, for the humanitarian and responsible policy of
Bangladesh in hosting the Rohingyas and taking active action in the international refugee crisis.

Bangladesh has achieved historic success by resolving the longstanding border dispute with
India, establishing successful geopolitics and diplomacy. By means of the 2015 Land Boundary
Agreement (LBA),the 51 Bangladeshi enclaves(chitmahals) in India and 111 Indian enclaves in



Bangladesh stood physically transferred to the other country with effect from the midnight of 31
July 2015, bringing joy and civil rights to the people of the enclaves.

Bangladesh also achieved tremendous success when the longstanding maritime dispute
between Bangladesh and Myanmar came to an end after the International Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea gave its final verdict on 14 March 2012.The tribunal also awarded Bangladesh a 12-mile
territorial sea around St. Martin’s Island, overruling Myanmar’s argument that it should be divided
in half.The procedure began back in October 2009 when Bangladesh eventually brought the issue
before the international tribunal, having exhausted attempts to reach a bilateral agreement,
causing Bangladesh revered victor.(EastAsiaForum,2012)

Apart from geopolitics,the country is also commendable recognitions worldwide for its role in
innovation and technology.Bangladesh has won the world’s most prestigious award “World
Summit on Information Society (WSIS) Prize-2018" in ICT sector for fifth time in a row for two
innovative projects of a2i.Moreover,the ‘EkSheba’ platform of a2i has won the Award of Merit at
the 18th prestigious Asia Pacific ICT Alliance APICTA Award 2018, binging glory for the country's
commendable advancement.

While developed countries have spent millions of dollars in research to prevent the rampant use
of polythene and plastic in order to protect the environment, Bangladeshi scientist Dr. Mubarak
Ahmad Khan's innovation - Sonali Bag- has taken the world by storm. Bangladesh has facilitated
the campaign against climate change to the next level with its invention of 100 percent
biodegradable and eco-friendly Sonali Bags as the substitute for polythene bags.

The country has also overwhelmed the world since Bangladeshi scientist Magsudul Alam, a
professor of the University of Hawaii, who earlier decoded the genome of papaya in the US and
rubber plant in Malaysia, led from the forefront in sequencing the jute genome.This gene
sequencing helped the the researchers to improve the fibre length and quality, including colours
and strength; and to develop high yielding of jute.

Bangladesh has ensured exemplary achievements in creating a gender inclusive nation.On the
one hand,it has women gold medalists,karateists Marzan Akter Priya and Humaira Akhter Antara,
bringing immense glory for the country in the 13th South Asian Games in Kathmandu in 2019.0n

the other, Tashnuva Anan Shishir, first-ever transgender woman news presenter on a television
channel in Bangadesh, is recieving worldwide recognitions.

The journey of Bangladesh for the past 50 years from its birth may seem like a great mythological
story where the Phoenix rises from the ashes being stronger and greater.Bangladesh is the
country which was born with the annihilation of its greatest intellectual minds.The nation
suffered immensely for the barbaric massacre of 14th December 1971 yet it managed to achieve
prosperity and glory on the international stage.These achievements of Bangladesh depicts the
tremendous potential and willpower of the nation, inspiring other countries of the world for
upcoming development.
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G.M. Sifat Igbal
Metropolitan University, Sylhet

The People's Republic of Bangladesh has a very significant position on the world map.
Bangladesh is the 8th largest country in population and one-third of Bangladeshis are youth
between 15 and 35 years. This nation has a strong developmental aspiration for this consequence
of our aspiration we emancipate from two colonial rule between in a near 23 years. At present in
the world geopolitical scenario Bay of Bengal is a highly sensitive location, and the shore of
Bangladesh is one of the prime entrances in the Bay of Bengal. If we draw a 2000-mile circle to
make Bangladesh an epicentre, that circle cover the total far-east Asian country, central Asia and
the middle east. That circle would be a symbol of the geopolitical significance of Bangladesh.

Bangladesh became independent in 1971 that decade was an important decade of the cold war
period. Mujibnagar Government officials played a vital role during our liberation war to balance
the power leverage in that bipolar world. Although the United States government did not
support our Liberation War, Mujibnagar Government was able to send an Ambassador-at-Large
and a Special Envoy to the United States. This approach helped to build people and political
perception of the United States in the favour of Bangladesh. Abu Sayeed Chowdhury was a key
personality in the Mujibnagar government, at that time his tremendous effort to promote our
liberation war necessity was a very remarkable step for changing the perception of the world
community about our independence. The Pakistanis invading forces want to show our
liberational struggle as a separatist movement to the world. The establishment of Bangladesh
was not an easy task, that took nine months of blood shedding war and a highly sophisticated
diplomatic action. And both factors make Bangladesh is a reality.

After the liberation war, Bangladesh faced a big challenge in gaining state recognition from the
world The then government played an important role in expediting the recognition process
under the direct supervision of Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The dream of the father of our nation was to build Bangladesh as a
Switzerland of Asia. The Bangabandhu government was able to get the recognition of about 116
countries in near 3 years. Recognition from Pakistan is also an important diplomatic achievement
of that government. Bangabandhu government also successfully convinced Indian authorities to
withdraw their armed forces very soon after independence. This process started on 13th March
1972.

Not only gaining recognition from different governments, but also Bangladesh was able to get
membership from different international organizations such as the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, Non-Aligned Movement. But to become a member of the United Nations (UN) was
a little bit difficult for Bangladesh because of the negative perception of the United States and



China about our liberation war. Those two countries put Bangladesh in very much tension to get
membership in the United Nations. Moreover, China gave its first veto after joining the United
Nations was against Bangladesh.

During the Pakistani colonial rule, the then Pakistani authorities signed an agreement between
the Central Treaty Organization (CENTO) and the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO). As a
result of the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) agreement, the United States took a
strategic stand against Bangladesh's independence struggle. During the War of Liberation and in
the post-independence period, the Bangladesh government increased its relations with the
communist countries, including the Warsaw Pact (WTO). Apart from this, the Bangabandhu
government joined the Non-Aligned Movement. During the reigns of Zia-Ur-Rahman and
General Ershad, Bangladesh had international relations with the Western world, especially the
NATO allies and the Arab world. Bangladesh has chosen this new international polarization to
accelerate its economic growth and safeguard the national interest. Bangladesh played a prudent
role during the polarized shift without any clashes or disputes.

In 1974, Bangladesh took the initiative to join the United Nations and demonstrated effective
diplomacy. At the pre-arranged meeting of the Security Council in June 1974, Bangladesh
became a member without any discussion. Which is certainly a significant milestone for
Bangladesh on the world stage. Bangladesh finally became a member of the United Nations on
17th September 1974.

Bangladesh also plays a major role in regional cooperation in South Asia. The late President
Zia-Ur-Rahman dreamed of a regional cooperation body like the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC). Since the inception of the South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), Bangladesh has sought to expand the standard of partnership in its
participating countries. At present Bangladesh is actively participating in various regional
cooperation organizations.

Bangladesh has been a major pillar of the United Nations Peace Support Operations (UNPSO)
since 1988. But Bangabandhu sent a contingent of medical corps of the Bangladesh Army in 1974
to help Syrian people. Out of 22 current UN-sponsored missions, BD peacekeepers are deployed
in 9 peacekeeping missions in 8 different countries. Bangladesh is one of the largest contributors
to UN peacekeeping operations. Our peacekeepers not only support security issues but also
provide medical and humanitarian assistance to vulnerable communities. Presently from
Bangladesh Army, Navy and Air Force are deployed in 11 ongoing UNPKOs in 5 countries wherein
UN peacekeepers total 6089. about 1,63,887 peacekeepers attend the United Nations Peace
Support Operations. So far, 159 Bangladeshi peacekeepers have died in the line of duty. Our arms
forces and police forces strive for world peace. Not only peacekeeping operation Bangladesh
participated in the gulf war 1991. that war began to resist the invention and aggression of the
Iraqi forces. About 2,300 security personnel, including two field ambulance crews, took partin the
Gulf War, known as Operation Desert Storm.

Bangladesh has historical relations with India, our neighbouring country. But there are a number

of uncomfortable bilateral issues between these two friendly countries, the enclave issue being
one of them. India and Bangladesh were suffering from enclave problems in 1947. on 31st July



2015, both countries exchange their enclaves peacefully. under "2015 Land Boundary
Agreement" play a historic role in advancing the exchange of 111 enclaves (17,160.63 acres) from
India to Bangladesh and reciprocatively, the latter transferred 51 enclaves (7,110.02 acres) to
India. In addition, the choice of citizenship in either country was offered by states to enclave
residents. this historical agreement ends the indescribable suffering of that neglected enclave’s
community. this initiative also ensures better border security for Bangladesh.

For the past fifty years, Bangladesh has always maintained good relations with other countries of
the world except for some racist and oppressive countries. Our diplomacy is always governed by
Article 25 of our Constitution. Bangladesh not only believes in the motto of its foreign policy
"Friendship towards all, malice towards none", but has always put this motto into practice.

In the last fifty years, Bangladesh has never faced any major security threat or political tension.
Myanmar has recently created an uncomfortable situation for Bangladesh by forcibly displacing
its citizens known as Rohingya. But Bangladesh is trying its best to resolve this issue peacefully.

In the last fifty years, Bangladesh has established itself as a nation despite facing many dangers
and adversities. And has earned respect from other nations and associations around the world.
Bangladesh wants to become the new emerging tiger of Asia. This country has a lot of resources,
especially human resources. | am especially interested to see how Bangladesh will play on the
world stage in the next 50 years.
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Khondoker Muneera Noor
Ethnica School & College, Cumilla

A country that is built based on hopes, dreams, aspirations, and immense sacrifice to preserve the
original values and culture that embodies “Bengal” is no other than Bangladesh. Even after
successfully winning the brutal battle of 1971 that went on for long 9 months, the liberated unit
had to undergo the disastrous aftermath of the war. Becoming an heir to empty coffers was a
given for the newly independent state due to Her being the main field of battle and home to over
3 million heroic martyrs, countless brave freedom fighters, and victims. The 2 decades of colonial
exploitation by the then West Pakistan left the former east Bengal with broken wings hoping that
She would never be able to fly to the pinnacles of success on Her own even after the
independence. But the achievements over the last 5 decades sing a different song, not the song
of helplessness and losing hopes as anticipated by the then exploiters rather a song of building a
triumphant empire using the sticks and stones that were thrown at Her to scar Her. The empire
that stands today did not only have to struggle to fix the damaging consequences of the war but
also had to fight traitors who lived in the disguise of knights and later had intrigued political
distress. In my opinion, Her victory in overcoming these circumstances is the greatest. Half a
century into the journey of reestablishing Herself, She has accomplished numerous difficult
achievements that made her naturally become a role model for other countries.

Bangladesh was able to fill up the vacant casket that She had inherited by increasing the GDP
growth rate and per capita income, diminishing poverty, earning foreign currency, and
encouraging investments as well as the foreign direct ones. In terms of Gross Domestic Product,
the increment rate jumped from being at a low of -5.48% in 1971 to 8.15% in 2019. The Per Capita
Income of the country raised from a mere $134 to a bill of $2064 in 2020. This indicates an
improvement in the lifestyles of Bangladeshi people. Rising Per Capita Income impacted the
country to earn the status of being a Lower-Middle-Income (LMC) in 2015 from being a
Low-Income country. Besides, in the early 1970s, around 80% of the population sustained below
the poverty line, this percentage has remarkably dropped down to only 20% in the year 2019. If
the fall continues at this rate, then the country is hoping to halve Her poverty rate by 2030.
Moreover, we cannot overlook the contributions that are being made to the rising economy of
the nation by the export earnings and other investments. Bangladesh earned the title of being
the second-largest global apparel producer after China. If we look into the fiscal year of 2018-19
alone, the earnings from exporting products stood at a mighty sum of 40.5 billion US dollars. If we
consider the first four months of the current fiscal year (July 2021- June 2022), Bangladesh earned
a hefty amount of around 15.7 billion US dollars. The country has successfully been able to make
the best use of Her biggest resource that is manpower. In the fiscal year 2018-19, we can observe
that the investment to GDP ratio of the country was 31.6%. Private sectors contributed roughly
about 23.4% of the share while public sectors contributed around 8.13% of the portion. In terms



of foreign direct investments, Bangladesh had received $90000 in 1972. But the amount
increased to 2.6 billion US dollars. Moreover, the service and industry sector has also
tremendously contributed in this regard. Over the years, the share of service sectors jumped to
56%. Bangladesh was also able to shift Her people from having their income agriculture oriented
to exploring other fields of income such as service and industry. In terms of industry, the share of
the non-manufacturing and manufacturing sector in GDP was only 2% and 4% respectively.
However, this share increased with time and as of 2019 stands at 11% and 18% respectively. The
country has also improved gender parity across all sectors by ensuring the participation of
women in various political and socio-economic activities. This initiative was fruitful, so much so
that according to an article published by The Business Standard, the nation has earned the
glorious title of allocating the first position in gender equality among South Asian countries for
the 7 consecutive times in a record formulated by the Global Gender Gap Report produced by the
World Economic Forum (WEF). Because of such significant excellence in the field of economy,
Bangladesh has earned the recommendation of graduating from the Least Developed Country
(LDC) by the UN’s Committee for development. It is speculated that the country will officially
achieve the developing country status by the year 2026. From being one of the poorest countries
at the time of Her inception with having the 10th least per capita GDP in the world to soon
receiving such a promotion throughout such a short period is truly an extraordinary
accomplishment! Furthermore, the government of the country along with the people is striving
hard to take their nation to a much better place expressing a message that these great
achievements will not result in the easing up.

Health is wealth while education is imperative to building a well-informed population.
Bangladesh has managed to flourish significantly in these sectors as well. The child mortality rate
and the maternal mortality rate were brought down by 50% and 75% respectively over the 50
years of being a sovereign nation. The fertility rate dropped down to 2.04 from a rough value of 7
from the 70s decade of the 20th century. The healthcare facilities and services were formulated
not just to treat people but also to inform them of a healthy lifestyle and help prevent diseases
from affecting. In this regard, Bangladesh has officially initiated the Expanded Program on
Immunization abbreviated to EPI in 1979. As of 2019, Bangladesh has ensured the immunization
of over 38 million children since 2003. Bangladesh has earned the certification of being a
polio-free country since 2006. Besides, the healthcare specialists and enthusiasts of the country
have also managed to eliminate the neonatal tetanus threat. Because of all the efforts made
above for the perfect health of her citizens, the life expectancy of Bangladeshis has gone up by 26
years since the establishment of the liberated nation with the current life expectancy being 72.6
years. A major success in terms of education was ensuring elementary level for all children at the
least. The school dropout rate was also significantly brought down by executing numerous
strategic plans. As a result, the country’s literacy rate has increased by 47.9% since 1974. Apart
from the splendid accomplishment mentioned above, Bangladesh also managed to rebuild
herself by renovating the war-affected infrastructural ruins concerned with communication and
industry. As estimated by the World Bank, about 4.3 million houses were destroyed in the
countryside alone by the then ruthless Pakistani militaries. Starting from the vitals like the
building of the roads and other government offices and rehabilitation of the people who had lost



their homes to the war to investing in mega infrastructure projects like Padma Multipurpose
Bridge, Bangabandhu Tunnel, and Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant, Bangladesh has shown Her high
growth trajectory in this regard. To strengthen her communication by the most on May 12, 2018,
Bangladesh has also managed to be the 57th country to launch Her own satellite,
“Bangabandhu-1" named after the architect and father of the nation. Bangladesh has also
formulated well-devised strategies as the country has experienced 6 major floods and 5 cyclones
since Her inception. The country was successfully able to utilize satellite imagery to learn the
severity of a storm in 2007. Special and unique cyclone shelters have also been developed for
people to take shelter during a disaster. Such initiatives have demonstrated a high level of
adaptability in adopting existing resources and technologies to combat natural disasters of any
sort. With regards to technology, the government of the country has promised a “Digital
Bangladesh” in 2009 and has been undertaking necessary initiatives ever since.

The aforesaid portions depict and highlight the milestone recognitions achieved by Bangladesh
over the past 50 years. With that being said, | will have to add that the country did gain
uncountable glorious achievements. Listing all of them within a limited number of words did not
make justice to all the accomplishments. Bangladesh has developed from inside and out. Besides
the improvements that can be perceived and seen, Bangladesh has also succeeded in making her
people broaden their horizons on various issues. Through the fight for independence, Bengalis
realized that striving against the wrongdoers always pays off. Although the challenges may seem
steep, this will encourage the people to strive for a poverty-free and advanced economy by 2041.
Because to Bengalis, everything is surmountable.



Aquib Ahmed Tahsin
Notre Dame College, Dhaka

Introduction:

Bangladesh, once initiated its journey with the hands of some aspirants, has now achieved
envious success that has uplifted its identity as a nation in the global arena. Inheriting a poverty
stricken population and a backward economy from its previous master, the nation walked a long
way to cross uncountable milestones and appeared as an emerging economy. By means of policy
based foundation and planned ventures; the nation appeared capable of presenting an inclusive
economy, a developed society and a hope of better life to its people. The nation in these 50 years,
has reached from nowhere to a place like a gleaming star.

Remarkable success in economy:

The economy of Bangladesh surely deserves to receive a round of applause and some startling
eyes for its tremendous performance in indicators like GDP growth, per capita income, capital
formation, industrialization, poverty alleviation, women'’s participation, enlarging contribution of
industrial sector, dependence on internal resource etc. From the derogative term, “basket gase”
given by Mr. Henry Kissinger, Bangladesh, at present has accumulated the 41st position in terms
of largest economy with a GDP of tk 11.306 trillion which was tk 48.5 billion at bud. The per capita
income rose from USD 129 (1972) to USD 2064 (2020) to hand the nation with a recognition of an
emerging economy. The growth of GDP has run in between 6% on average during the past
decades and even 7% in 2020. The tiny yet gigantic spikes of COVID-19 got fade while infecting
this running rate. Besides, the foreign reserve of the country touched the scale of USD 42 billion
to place to nation’s image at the peak. In absence of deviation, Bangladesh is likely to strike the
25th position among largest economies by 2030 and aspiring to be reliant on its internal
resources. The poverty rate of the country stood at 20.5% at 2019 resulting in people spending
less than 100 taka a day reduced to 9% (2019) from 90% (1972). Participation of women (80%) in
RMG sector casted a positive impact in overall socio economic condition. The rate of capital
formation (31.54%0 and rate of savings (30%) has increased. The amount of export is stretching to
surpass the amount spent on import. Youths are now inclining towards entrepreneurship leaving
traditional jobs and a mentality to take risk has grown among them. The whole culture is
advocating in favor of further progress of the country and making the pillars of the nation more
rigid.

Socio economic welfare and human development:

The real development of a state can be comprehended based on its socio economic
development, dominantly development in education, health sector, women affairs, social
security, infrastructure development, food security and such. The continuous effort of the



government and other agencies have helped poverty stricken Bangladesh to achieve new
heights in terms of education. Starting with a literacy rate of 18% in 1971, the country is now
marching forward with rate of 74.9% (2020). Bangladesh nearly earned universal net primary
enrollment with 98% of children enrolled in primary school. Quality still being the question,
government has introduced the National Education Policy-2010 to enrich education further.

The development of health sector in Bangladesh has given hope to population, left unvalued for
so long, to go for an another breath. The life expectancy (72 years) is now much higher than one
could have predicted 50 years ago. The infant mortality rate reduced to just 1.9% and death of
pregnant women to 173 per lakh are gleaming result of tri stage (district-upazilla-union) based
health sector. The 1500 community clinics, 600 government hospitals have rightly justified their
worth in saving lives through immunization and vaccination.

The state has taken significant steps throughout its whole journey to empower women includes
eradication of child marriage, child pregnancy and violence of all forms. Compulsory education
for all have made women aware of their rights. Recruitment of 60% women in primary schools,
reserved sets for women in local government structures, special quota in service sectors, micro
credit and short term loans for small and medium entrepreneurs are handing women a chance to
lead their life with dignity. Family violence prevention and protection act 2010 and CEDAW are
helping women to express themselves in the mainstream society. The National Child policy 2011
has been adopted to protect children within age of 18 years.

Aiming social development, government has allocated 253 billion taka for allowance to
vulnerable population. Poor, distressed, disaster affected, handicapped, widow and women are
receiving allowance from the state to support their life a bit. On the other hand, projects like Food
for work, VGF, VGD and TR are on the run to ensure food security. The agricultural production has
increased by three folds since initiation due to modernization of it and free distribution of seeds,
fertilizer, machineries etc. Massive development in infrastructure is assisting people to enrich
their condition. Planned ventures like Padma bridge, metro rail, Bangabandhu satellite,
construction of matarbari electric plant, rampal plant and ruppur nuclear plant will add
dimension to development. 99% of whole country are already receiving electricity while 100%
have well access to sanitation. All these planned projects are conveying message of a modern
state.

Digital revolution:

Digital Bangladesh, a dream to digitalize the nation with the widespread usage of information
and communication technology was a pledge by the ruling party during 2008 general election.
At present, people mostly from rural areas are availing 200 types of services from 5865 centers.
More than 100 million are receiving internet service in the country. 3800 unions have been
brought under high speed internet facility using optical fiber connections. As information
technology education has been made compulsory up to secondary education, 8000 IT labs have
been established across the country. The whole process has provided employment opportunities
to around 11000 youths while 650000 IT freelancers have been created who are earning
handsome amount through working in several foreign organizations sitting at home. 50000



young men and women are being trained to make them skilled enough to earn their own bread.
Uplifting tax from all types of computer hardware was a revolutionary step towards
modernization. Online entrepreneurs are producing in large number mostly women.
Introduction of IT in governance has made overall task further easier.

On the way to Good Governance:

The governments, aided with concept of ideal governance like decentralization and political
pluralism have tried to ensure people’s participation for widespread development.
Implementation of union council, upazilla council, municipality and other local government
structures have included mass people in governance which was hardly seen during initiation of
the state. The political awareness thus, created, undeniably played roles to enhance overall
accountability and transparency. The efficient governance has provided words to the minds
suppressed for long and paved the way to democracy and rules of law. Moreover, modernization
of government functions has ensured service at doorsteps. As a result, the position of Bangladesh
is gradually improving in terms of corruption index. In the same note, the diplomatic success can’t
be overlooked as it facilitated economic growth through providing fields for foreign investment
along with aid, making investors confident to let the ride go. But the show will get stolen by the
long cherished predictability, which getting near to impossible on account of frequent
amendments and transition of power, can now finally be expected to appear in Bangladesh
owing to its stable government for around three terms. Absence of illegal transition of power
since 2006's black incident companied by decreasing amount of amendments are results of
efficient governance. The human rights and supremacy of the constitution voided until 1991 are
also gradually regaining its desired shape.

Bangladesh; a gleaming figure in global stage:

Bangladesh has walked a long way from a neglected piece of land to a rising star in the global
arena. The recent activities and achievements of the nation has put enough respect to its name.
Contribution of Bangladesh in UN peace keeping missions has proved its claim of being an
adherent solider in the war of establishing peace. In addition, shelter provided to 1 million
Rohingya population by the nation, whose population once had been refugee, has placed
Bangladesh to a next level of stature. On the other hand, success in maritime dispute with India
and load disbursed to Sri Lanka along with recent LDC graduation, are enriching its arsenal in
springing up as a regional power.

Conclusion:

Bangladesh struggling with a mass largely illiterate population, unfavorable social structures,
dark history of economy and unstable political circumstances, has proved its worth through
significant development in major indicators, amazing many from home and abroad. In this rough
journey the country at a time tried to fly but wings got cut, at other time desired to run but legs
got cramped, but at the end progressed enough to attain a special identity among other gigantic
nations, an identity bit different from others, the identity of a role model.
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